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in two businesses in Melbourne and in
banks in South Australia. He applied for
rural reconstruction aid, To me it is dis-
gusting that a man with that sort of fin-
ancial bhacking can apply for reconstruc-
tion aid. The scheme was set up to aid men
who are genuine farmers with their backs
to the wall—men who make their living
from farming. Fortunately this man’'s ap-
plication was refused, but this sort of thing
goes on.

1 would like to refer now to Ceollie and
the sitnation which applies there. When
we were in Government we were criticlsed
about the length of our coal contracts. Mr,
MacKinnon would know something about
this because at one time he represented
that area, We were criticised for building
an oil-fired power station in Western Aus-
tralia, and at the time the Labor Party
promised that i1f it became the Govern-
ment it would extend the term of the coal
contracts, and that it would extend the
Muija power station by the addition of an
extra 240 megawatt generator. This was the
promise made, and the people went to the
polls and voted accordingly.

In the last issue of the Collie Mail there
appeared an article written by the present
Minister for Mines. I do not blame him
for what he has written. He defined the
present Covernment's poliey, and he
wound up the article in thls way—

The present srrangement is busi-
nesslike in view of the special condi-
tlons outlined and as & result, with
the present level of output, the em-
ployees have security of employment.

However, that 1s not what the Labor Party
promised when it was in Opposition. That
party promised to extend the life of the
coal contracts. It also promised to expand
the Muja power station, but it has not done
s0. In my book that is political dishonesty.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: This must
be a bitter disappointment to the Miners’
Union, which has been so loyal to the
ALP.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I am glad Mr.
MacKinnon mentfoned that, because the
union has written to the Premier asking
him to honour the promises he made. In
reply Mr. May—and I have no grudge
against him—outlined the Government
policy, which is not to expand the Muja
power station or to extend the life of the
coal contracts.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Will
the honourable member please quote the
date of the issue of the Collie Mail to
which he is referring?

The Hon. T. Q. PERRY: This is the Collie
Mail of Thursday, the 16th March, 1972,
In view of the fact that the promises of
the Labor Party have not been honoured,
T challenge the Premler either to carry
out his promises or to resign and tell the
people the truth about what he intends
to do, and fight an election on that issue.
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I do not think it is good encugh to make
4 promise to the Miners’ Union in 1967 and
not honour it. Since then at the last elec-
tion Labor Party candidates produced pro-
paganda about what a Labor Government
if elected would do for Collle and the
miners. I could show members that prop-
aganda. However, the promise has not
been fulfilled. I think the honest and
decent thing for the Government to do is
either to honour its promises to Collle or
else to resign and tell the people the truth
about its intentions. Then the beople could
make a decision, With those few remarks
I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon, G. C. MacKinnon.

House adjourned at 8.11 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 22nd March, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton} took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (50): ON NOTICE

1. KELMSCOTT HIGH SCHOOL
Cost and Plans

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) How much is the Kelmscott High
School estimated to cost?

(2) Will he let me have a ground plan
of the site showing the placement
of the buildings and recreational
facilities for both the high and
primary schools?

(3) Will the Public Works Department
day labour force be enlarged for
this and other projects this year?

(4) If “Yes” by how many?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) $691,500.

(2) Plan is, with permission, her
tabled. eby

(3} No.

(4) Answered by (3).

The plan was tabled.

2, EDUCATION
Bonded Teachers

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

(1} Will he let me have the number of
teachers under hond who have not
left the department other than
for sickness and like reasons and
who have not heen placed in
teaching positions this year?

(2) Will he break up the total as to
how many who have applied for
& position are unplaced from each
of the five years involved?
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Mr. T. D. EVANSB replMed:

{1) Seven. The delay in placing these
teachers has been due to their re-
stricted availability and not to a
lack of vacancies.

(2) Four completed fraining in 1972,
one in 1970 and two in 1969.

This question was withdrawn.

ALBANY HARBOUR
Berths: Extensions

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for Works:

(1) Are Albany's land backed berths
to be extended?

(2) Is the fourth berth to be com-
menced ?

(3) If "“Yes” when is work likely te
commence?

(4) If not, in which direction and for
what distance is the present
berth to be extended?

{5) When is work likely to commence?

(6) What Is the estimated cost of the
project?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) Yes.

¢2) and (3) Future requirements are
reviewed from time to time. Cur-
rent proposals relate to Nos. 1 and
3 berth extensions only as de-
tailed in reply to question (4).

(4} No. 3 berth is to be extended in
a south-easterly direction on its
present alignment by 106 ft. 8 in.
and No. 1 berth is to be extended
in a north-westerly direction on
its present alignment by 42 ft.
8 in.

{(5) Work has commenced 1o the
extent that the erection of tem-
porary plant is In course.

(6) $445,000.

VETERINARIANS
Government and Private

Mr, NALDER, to the Minister for Agri-

culture:

{1) How many veterinary officers are
employed by the Department of
Agriculture—

{a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country areas; and
(c) at what centres?

(2) How many veterinary officers are
in private practice—

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) 1n the country areas; and
(¢) at what centres?

(3) How many veterinary officers have
been assisted by the Government—
(a) either directly; or
(b) through loecal or other re-

spongsible authorities?

{4) What was—

{a) the number of veterinary offi-
cers assisted for each of the
years from 1959-60 up to and
including the year 1970-71:
and

(b) the amount for each of the
years?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

1) (a) 20
(h) 28
(¢) Merredin, Katanning, Kunu-
nurra, Narrogin, Esperance,
Albany, Derby, Moora, Nor-
tham, Manjimup, Bunbury,
Geraldton.

(2) (a) 44

(b) 33

(e} Metropolitan area, Albany,
Bunbury, Esperance, Northam,
Rockingham, Boyup Brook,
Waroona, Muresk, Katanning,
Kununurra Margaret River,
Busselton, Dalwallinu, Bridge-
town, Pinjarra, KEalgoorlie,
Narrogin, Harvey, Yarloop
and Geraldton.

(3) (a) 34 c(through tuberculin test-
ing contracts).

(b) 8 (through the veterinary
practice subsidy scheme),

(4) (a) Tuberculin testing contracts—

1959-60 .- e ... 8
1960-61 ... B
1961-62 . .. . 8
1962-63 . . . 8
1963-64 . . e B
1964-65 .- e b |
1965-66 e . ..o 11
1966-67 ... 15
1967-68 v . ... 16
1968-69 ... 1B
19648-70 s s . 14
1970-T1 ... 29
Subsidised Practlces—
1962-63 2
1963-64 3
1964-65 2
1965-66 5
1866-67 3
1967-68 4
1968-69 2
1969-70 1

(b) Tuberculin testing contracts—-

$

1959-60—No figures available.
1960-61—No ﬂgures available,

1961-62 18,582
1962-83 12,482
1963-64 9,080
1964-65 36.304
1965-68 40,297
1966-67 53.435
196'7-68 52,373
1968-69 70,752
1969-170 82,342
1970-71 60,959
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Subsidised Practices—

ist Year 1962-63 ... 1,181.16
1963-64 . 282134
1964-65 - 1,989.14
1965-66 - 3,320.74
1966-57 L. 2,182.68
1967-68 .- 2,666.67
1968-69 168.67
1969-70—No claim
6. MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
Opening, and School of Veterinary
Science
Mr, NALDER, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) When is 1t expected that the first
stage of the new Murdoch Uni-
versity will be open?

{2) What will be the first facilities
avallable to students?

(3) Wil he deny the rumour that the
promised veterinary school is to he
delayed?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

{1) 1975.

(2) Proposals submitted by the Mur-
doch University Planning Board
provide for a range of courses to
be available in education, the
humanities and the sciences and
for veterlnary studies.

(3) Consideration is currently being
given to the submissions of the
Universities and the Institute of
Technology in relation to the
1973-75 trilennium. The total ex-
penditure proposed would require
financial support from the State
well in excess of the funds likely
to be avallable even allowing for
a substantial Increase in the size
of the grants for both capital and
recurrent purposes compared with
the current triennjum.

Consequently conslderation must
be given to deferring some propos-
ed developments and deferment of
the commencement date of veter-
inary studies 1is being welghed
against other possible adjustments.

7. NAVAL BASE AT COCKBURN
SOUND
Garden Island: Plans for Development
Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Premier:
In order that those who wish to
give evidence, when the Common-
wealth Standing Committee on
Public Works meets here in the
near future, may be more fully in-
formed and prepared, will he re-
quest the Prime Minister to supply
copies of the most recent plans
for the development of Garden Is-
land as a base for naval facilities,
with & view to having such plans
laid on the Table of both Houses
of Parliament?

8.

Mr.

GRAHAM ({for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)

replied:

Yes, a request has now been made
to the Prime Minister for coples
of the plans.

CONNELL AVENUE SCHOOL

Mr,

Ezxtension
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Education:

(1)

)

(€))
4)

(3)

(6)

(1

)

4)

&)

Why was the new Connell Avenue
cluster school at Clifton Hills,
Kelmscott, bullt to minimum capa-
city to hold only the known stu-
dents in s growing suburb?

Will the department immediately
proceed with the completion of the
first cluster of classrooms and
balance of administrative block
including staff room and first aid
room?

If “No” to (2) what are the de-
partment's plans for this school?
As the Connell Avenue school is
built on & through road, will a
fence between the road and school
be now installed, also the usual
school road warning signs?

Will the department develop the
swampy low lylng oval area neces-
sary for the children’s playing and
recreation?

If “Yes” to (5 when can this
work be expected to commence?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

Connell Avenue primary school
was built to accommodate the an-
ticipated enrolments from the
Clifton Hills area for 1972. It is
not possible, in view of the heavy
demands on the annual allocation
of loan funds, to build ahead of
requirements.

and (3) The completion of the
first cluster and the addition of
the balance of the administrative
block have been listed in the 1972-
73 school building programme, At
this stage it is anticlpated that
the accommodation will he ready
for occupation by February 1973.
It is not intended to provide a
fence at the front of the Connell
Avenue primary school. The erec-
tion of school road warning signs
is normally the concern of the
local shire. An approach will be
made by this Department to the
Armadale-Kelmscott Shire for the
erection of such signs at Connell
Avenue primary school,

and (6) In primary schools the
devalopment of school ovals is on
a subsidised basis between the
parents and citizens' association
and the Education Department.
The provision of a subsidy to help
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10.

11

12.
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finance this project will be con-
sidered when a request has been
received from the parents and
citizens' assoclation.

WATER SUPPLIES
Thompson Brook Dam
Mr. JONES, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1} Has the Government made a deci-
sion to construct a dam at Thomp-

son Brook?

(2) If so, will he outline the pro-
gramme?

(3) If (1) is “No” will he advise what
level the investigations have
reached?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) and (2) No.

(3} Three alternative damsites on
Thompson Brook are under con-
sideration. ‘These have been the
subject of aerlal photography
from which preliminary contour
plans have been prepared.

COLLIE RIVER
Eroded Banks
Mr. JONES, to the Minister for Works:

When will work commence on the
eroded areas of the banks of Collie
River in the Ewington area?

Mr. JAMIESON repiied:
Work will commence by early
Aoril.

KWINANA POWER STATION
Units and Capacity

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for Elec-

tricity:

(1) How many units are installed at
the Kwinana power station?

(2) What are the sizes of the units?

(3) What additional capacity is plan-
ned for the station and when is it
anticipated the units will be
brought into service?

Mr. H, D, EVANS (for Mr. May) re-

plied:

(1) One.

(2) 120,000 EW.

(3) No. 2 Unit—120,000 kW, 1972,
No. 3 Unit—120,000 kW, 1972,
No. 4 Unit—120,000 kW, 1973.

No. 5 Unit—200,000 kW, 1975.
No. 6 Unit—200,000 kW, 1976.
Gas Turbine—20,000 kW, 1972,

POINT PERON RESERVE
Shipbuilding Facilities and Berths

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

‘Works:

(1) When did the Government ap-
preach the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for the resiting of the
shipbuilding and maintenance
facilities away from Mangles Bay?

2

(3

4)

(5}

®

&)

(8)

(9)

(10)
(11)
12)

(13}
(14)

(15)

Mr.

()]

3)

What progress has been made with
these negotiations?

Why is it now necessary to replace
the shipbuilding facilities with
these proclaimed berths in stage 1
adjoining Point Peron reserve and
beach, when it was not required
in previous planning?

What is the acreage of the re-
claimed area for stage one?

Will he present a plan showing—

(a) projected usage of reclalmed
area;

(b) integration and associated
development on Polnt Peron
reserve;

(¢) service connections between
stage 1 and Ewinana indus-
trial complex?

What is the anticipated demand
for the present and future use of
container and unit load vessels as
related to our State’s trade—

(a) domestic;

(b) interstate:

(¢) international?

Will the three berths planned
(stage 1) now cancel the need for
general purpose berths planned
adjacent to the Kwinana Indus-
trial complex?

What reasons can the Government
advance for its confidence in the
retention of the beaches for pub-
lic use between stage 1 and the
Kwinana industrial complex after
stage 1 is operating?

Has the Government obtained a
report from the Environmental
Protection Authority on the issues
raised in (8)?

If “¥Yeg' will he let me have a
copy?

If “No” will he obtain one before
proceeding further?

Where is the Cruising Yacht Club
and small boat harbour to be
sited?

Will he let me have a plan of
these projects?

If no declston has been made with

a2 when will finality be
reached?
What improved recreational

amenities are to be avallable as
predicted by ihe general manager
of the Fremantle Port Authority?

JAMIESON replied:

and (2) This was a Common-

wealth decision.

{a) The use of Garden Island by
the Commonwegalth which re-
duced the potential for the
development of general cargo
berths provided in the 1966
plan.
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(4)
%)

(8

(%))

(8

(9
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(b) The knowledge that an area
was set aside on Garden Is-
land by the Commonwealth
for future ship repairing facll-
1ties.

100 acres.

I refer the Member to report of

the Premier’'s Committee for the

Davelopment of Cockburn Sound

and Kwinana, January, 1972,

tabled in the House on March 21,

1972, pazes 16 to 27 inclusive,

It is anticipated that 70-80% of

all general cargo will be carried in

container and unit load vessels.

Future berths along the Kwinana

foreshore will service only bulk

handling projects.

The preservation of beaches for

public usage was provided for in

the 1966 plan. There has been no
change In this concept.

This matter is now being consid-

ered by the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority.

{10 and (11) Answered by (8).

(12}

(13}
(14}
(15)

Mr.

Facilitles for small craft will be
provided on the eastern side of
stage 1 development.

Plan is in course of preparation.
Answered by (12),

Protected water for small craft
and beach users in the lee of the
causeway along the Rockingham
foreshore.

ROADS
Grants to Local Authorities
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Works:

(1}

(2)

&}

(4

Relating to his new formula for
road grants distribution to local
authorities in the metropolitan
area Aas reported in The West
Australian of 20th March, will he
advise—

{(a) the population, length of
roads and area of each of the
local authorities in the metro-
politan area:

the entitlement of each met-
ropolitan authority under the
present formula and what it
could expect under his new
suggested formula?

Does this mean additional road
grants for these metropolitan
local authorities collectively; if
“Yes"” how much extra?

Under the new formula will the
Main Roads Department contri-
bute more or less to these local
authorities?

What is the total of Main Roads
Department grants to the metro-
politan local authorities under the
present formula and the suggested
new formula?

(b)

14,

Mr.
(1

2)
)

4)
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JAMIESON replied:

(a) and (b) The information Is
contained in & statement
which, with permission, 1
hereby table.

Yes, for the next flnancial year,

ie., 1972-73: $147483.

The Main Roads Department will

contribute more.

Using the financial year of 1872-

73, as & basls, the distribution

under the present formula would

be $6,029,516. Under the proposed
new formula it would be $6,176,999.

. HUTCHINSON: Mr. Speaker, I

wish to point out that the first
part of the answer which the
Minister has just given indicates
that this information Is to be
tabled. Is it possible that this
could be read, or is it too bulky?
It is information that members
representing metropolitan elector-
ates might like to have readily
and, if possible, I would like to
hear it read.

The SPEAKER: It has been tabled and

it could be photographed.

The paper was tabled.

DERBY POLICE STATION

Mr.

Lockup
RIDGE, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Police:

1)

@)

(&)
4)

(5

(L

@

3
4)

In what year was the Derby police

lockup built?

In the last 12 months has the

sanitation and/or structural con-

dition of the buildings been re-

ported on by—

(a) the Kimberley regional health
inspector;

(b) a P.W.D, building inspector or
supervisor ?

If “Yes' will he table the most re-

cent reports?

If “No" will he call for an imme-

diate and detailed report on the

buildings from competent health

and building surveyors?

When is it proposed to replace

the existing lockup with new

buildings?

. BICKERTON replled:

Approximately 1886. I might
mention here that this was prior
to the present Government com-
ing into office.

There is no record of reports be-
ing received.

Answered by (2).

No. The request for an Immediate

and detailed report is considered

unnecessary in view of the answer
(5).
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(8) The replacement of the Derby
Lockup has been given early prior-
ity in 1972-73 subject to funds be-
ing availahle.

VERMIN CONTROL OFFICERS

Kimberley

Mr. RIDGE, o the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) Is it Intended to withdraw the
services of the regional vermin
contro! officer from—

(a) West Kimberley;
(b Wyndham-East Kimberley?

(2) If “Yes"” how is the decision
equated to his reply to question
25 on 8th December, 1971 in
which he stated that “Kimberley
Vermin Board funds are huoyant”,
and that “There is no restriction
on vermin control work in this
area at present”?

Has there been any indication that
in the event of one or both of
these officers being withdrawn,
that pastoralists will cease to sup-
port existihg group dogging
schemes?

What is the area (in square

gules) of the territory supervised

y_

{a) the West Kimberley vermin
control officer;

(b) the East Kimberley vermin
control officer?

In road miles, how far distant are
the two officers from each other’s
headquarters?

. H, D. EVANS replied:

The placement of regional super-
visory staff employed and financed
by the Agriculture Protection
Board in the Kimberley region is
being re-organised.

Details have been communicated
to Member.

This Is a long ferm re-organis-
ation of Agriculture Protection
Board regional staff and 1s not
dependent upon a local contribu-
tion of finance. The group dog-
gers employed jointly by the Agri-
culture Protection Board and the
Kimberley Vermin Board were the
people referred to In my previous
reply.

Not offielally, but this has been
suggested.

{a) 600,000 square miles,

(by 101,000 square miles.

Approximately 615 miles. How-
ever, it is Intended to use regular
civil aviatlon services for most of
the travelling from one centre to
the other.

(3}

C)

(5}

(1)

2>

(3

4

(5)

16.

17.

18.

19.

ORD RIVER FROJECT

Catamaran: Cost of Purchase and
Overhaul

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister for Works:
(1) What was the purchase price of
the catamaran Lilian Homilton
which was acquired for use in
the Ord Noah project?

What was the total cost of over-
hauling the wvessel to make it
suitable for use in the project?
JAMIESON replied:

The catamaran Lilian Hamilton
was purchased for $4,000 for use
as a maintenance work boat on
the Ord River Dam and on the
Ord Diversion Dam.

(2) $5.690,

)

Mr,
1)

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Kununurra Native Reserve

Mr. RIDGE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Community Wel-
fare:

What steps have heen taken to-
wards the provision of electricity
at Kununurra native reserve?

T. D. EVANS replied:

Normal reserve lighting facilities
were installed on the Kununurra
native reserve before the end of
last year.

PARLIAMENT IN SESSION
Flying of British Flag

Mr. BRYCE, to the Speaker:

(1) Is he aware that the Waestern
Australian Parliament is the only
Parliament in Australia to observe
the practice of flying the British
flag specifically on occasions when
the House is in session?

Will he review the need and jus-
:lﬂc,ation for continuing this prac-
1ce?

The SPEAKER replied:
(1) No.

{(2) This does not come under my con-
trol as Speaker and I am not
aware of who directs what flags
are to be flown and when.

Mr.

(2}

Mr. Court: Good answer! They
would want to have the hammer

and sickle instead.

ROADS
State Expenditure 1969 to 1972
Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Works:

What was the amount and source
of finance expended on roads by
the State of Western Australia for
the financial years 1969-70, 1970-
71 and estimated amounts for
1971-72?
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Mr. JAMIESON replied:
The information requested is con-
tained In the following state-
ment:—
Statement showing Amount and
Source of Funds expended on
Roads by the State of Western

Australia
Source of Funds 1060-70 1970-71 1971-72
(Estimates)
§ §
Commonwealth
funds ... .. 30,600,080 36,634,581 40,750,000
State funda—
(o} Vehicle licen-
ces ete. 19,415,511 19,019,280 20,037,000
(b) Loan 360,200 1,300,000 1,500,000
{c} Other 886,005 021,717 1,200,000
51,802,701 58,775,578 04,387,000
20. BUNBURY HARBOUR

21.

Use of Horean Dredge

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Works:

{1) Is the Korean dredge which con-
tracted to dredge Bunbury har-
bour capable of performing the
work for which it contracted?
Is it a fact that the dredse has
failed in its attempts to dredge the
rock found in the harbour?

If the dredge is incapable of
dredging the rock and since 56%
of the time of the contract has
expired and only 41% of the work
has been completed, what ar-
rangements have been, or are he-
ing made for the completion of

2)

(3}

the work?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) and (3) Some “rock™ has heen
dredeged successfully. In work of

this type some use of rock break-
ing equipment and/or explosives 1is
normal.

The progress of the work s the
responsibility of the contractor.
Improved performance can be
anticipated by the use of a new
cutter which is to be delivered
shortly. The situation is within
the conditions of the contract.

ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Revenue, and Administiration Cosi

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister represent-

Ing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the number of motor
vehicles registered in the State
of Western Australia as at 3lst
December, 1966, 1968, 1969, 1970
and 1971?

What was the amount of revenue
received under the terms of the
Road Maintenance (Contribution)
Act for the financial years 1969-
70, 1970-T1 and from 1st July,
1971 to 31st December, 187172

2)

22.

205

(3) What was the amount of licence
fees collected from motor vehicles
subject to the payment of road
maintenance tax for the financial
years 1969-T0 and 1870-71¢

What was the amount of revenue
collected under the Road Main-
tenance (Contribution) Act from
vehicles registered outside the
State of Western Australia for the
finaneial years 1969-70 and 1970-
71?

What is the total outstanding
amount of road maintenance tax
still owed by owners of vehicles
registered outside the State?
What was the total cost to the
Transport Commission of the ad-
ministration of the Road Main-
tenance (Contribution) Act?

. JAMIESON replied:

(1) 31-12-1966—327.327,
31-12-1968—381,116.
31-12-1969—415,471.
31-12-1970—443,300 (preliminary).
31-12-1971—Not available.

Recelpts for the financial years—
1869-1570—%$3,623,518.
1970-1971—$3,990,144.

Perlod 1-7-1971 to 31-12-1971—
$1,925,826.

This information is not available,

Receipts for vehlcles registered
outside the State for financial
years—
1969-1970—$145,331.
1970-1971—$160,914.

Road charges outstanding by own-
ers of vehicles registered outside
the State—$123,588.

Payments for financial years—
1969-1970—35$206,560.
1970-19T71—$232,774.

Period 1-7-1971 to 31-12-1971—
$125,100,

SHIPPING
Oil Pollution

Mr. FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Works:
(1} Has consideration been given to
a supggestion in The West Aus-
tralian of 29th September, 1971
that oil pollution of the sea might
be drastically reduced by sealing
the pumps of tankers and mer-
chant ships?
What reasons, if any, could be
advaneced to prevent some Com-
monwealth or international agree-
ment being arrived at where—
(a) appropriate pumps and bilge
pumps on tankers; and
(b} bilge pumps on merchant
ships,

(4)

(5)

()]

2

(3
(4)

(5)

(6}

2)
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could be sealed in one port and
reinspected in another Australian
or overseas port?

In case it might be argued that
such pumps could be required in
an emergency at sea, is it not
reasonable to assume the ships’
log bhooks would show such an
emergency and any need for the
emergency use of the pumps men-
tioned?

As the suggested increased or cur-
rent fine of $5,000 would be little
deterrent to an unpoliced ship,
under cover of darkness, and many
miles at sea from dumping oll
waste, will he raise the above sug-
gestions with his Commonwealth
counterpart?

. JAMIESON replied:

Although this 15 a matter of Fed-
eral policy and ultimate inter-
national agreement, the sugges-
i;ionl is being considered at State
evel.

Reasons which ¢come to mind are—

(a) Agreement by all countries
that such actlon wsas hoth
necessary and prudent.

Any general service pump
can be used to pump bilges
and these cannct be sealed
because they are required for
necessary datly service.

Emergencies are generally noted
in ships' logs but could be manu-
factured and would be difficult to
disprove, Bilge pumps being a
necessary part of safety equip-
ment, limitations on their use
could meet with resistance.

Present maximum penalty in
Western Australia i1s $2,000. Sub-
stantial Increases are proposed in
legislation to be introduced to this
Partament and the subject will be
discussed at the next interstate
conference.

(b}

T.L.C. HOUSING LOANS
Comparison of Terms
O’NEIL, to the Minister for Hous-

Does the answer given to Ques-
tion 22 on notice on Thursday,
16th March, imply that a
“mutually acceptable” S.H.C. ap-
plicant will receive priority over
existing applicants in allocation of
8 new S.H.C. house provided that
such applicant is willlng to pay
an interest rate 1§% in excess
of the normal S.H.C. rate and is
also prepared to repay the loan
over a period at least 15 years
shorter than that for an S.H.C.
loan?

24.

26.

2)

Mr.
(1)
(2)

On a loan of $10,000 what would
be the difference between the
monthly repayments on & home
purchased with a S.H.C. loan and
that provided from funds allocated
from the home builders account
if such loans were at current rates
and maximum repayment period?

BICKERTON replied:
No.

$15.34 per month. That is $49.2¢0
as agalnst $64.54.

HOUSING

Terminating Building Societies:

Mr.
ing:
1)

(2)

Mr.
(1)

(2)

Non-aliocation of Funds
O'NEIL, to the Minister for Hous-

Why was no allocation made from
the home builders account in 1871-
12 to the following terminating
building societies-—

Police Union

Postal Employees

Western Australian Carpenters
Teachers

Rallway Employees?

Which of the above socleties are
conducted by unions not affiliated
with the Trades and Labor Coun-
cil of W.A.?

BICKERTON replied:

It has been long standing policy
in the case of terminating societ-
fes to require, after one or iwo
years to establish, some effort to
raise funds from other sources be-
fore further allocations are made
from Home Builders Account. The
Western Australian Carpenters,
Teachers, and Rallway Employees
Societles did not raise any funds
during 1970-71 and, therefore, did
not gqualify for allocation in 1971-
72.

An allocation was made to the
Postal Employees Society and ad-
vances are being made. The Police
Society originally received an allo-
cation but by agreement this has
heen transferred to another soclety
because of lack of demand from
persons eligible for advances from
the Police Society.

Not known since it was not rele-
vant to the criterla adopted in
deciding allocations.

KLINGER ASBESTOS OF W.A.

Statement by Hancock and Wright
Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for Devel-

opment and Decentralisation:

Since it has generally been ac-
cepted that the establishment of
Klinger Ashestos of W.A. came
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about as a result of an overseas
mission by Hon. J. T. Tonkin,
M.L.A.,, when a Minister in the
Hawke Gavernment, wouid he con-
firm or deny the following state-
ment which appears on page 12
of the baooklet ‘“‘Hancock and
Wright” by John F. Moyes—

“And they (Hancock and
Wright) had persuaded an
Austrian firm to establish
Klinger Asbestos of W.A., with
a factory in Perth for processing
Asbestos."?

. GRAHAM replied:

The statement in the John F.
Moyes booklet “Hancock and
Wright” is incorrect.

ALSATIAN DOGS
Sterilisation
BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

2)

<)

Mr.

1)

(2)

)

27.

Mr.

Is it correct as stated by a corres-
pondent in The West Australian
21st March, 1872 that cross-bred
alsatian dogs have to be sterilised
in the Bastern States?

If so, will he give remsons why
Western  Australian  veterinary
surgeons cannot perform this rela-
tively simple operation?

If (1) is “No” will he make & full
statement in order to advise alsa-
tian dog owners of the full facts?

H. D. EVANS replied:

Unsterilised alsatlans and part
bred alsatians are not permitted in
Western Australia. The Act speci-
fically states that if an unsterilised
alsatian is brought into Western
Australia, it must be destroyed.
There is no provision in the Act
to permit sterilisation in this State
as this would be opposed to, and
defeat the purpose of the Act.
Full publicity is given at every
opportunity to publicise the re-
quirements of the Act by means of
press statements, leaflets and signs
along Eyre Highway. As all alsat-
lan dogs in Western Australia
must be sterilised and registered
with the Agriculture Protection
Board, all owners are already
aware of legal requirements.

WATER SUPPLIES
Industries at Albany
COOK, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

1)

Is he aware of a leading article
in the Albany Advertiser of 15th
March titled “Pauecity of water
for industry”?

28.

(2) Is it correct that the Public Works
Department had told an appli-
cant wanting to establish an in-
dustry in Albany that they could
not supply his requirements of one
milllon gallons a day?

(3) If “Yes” did the former Minister
for Works—

(a) tell Albhany that there was
adequate water in the service
tanks for an industry: and/or

(b) tell Albany that the Albany
water supply would be enough
for ten years normal growth,
and if an industry wanted
water it could be handled, no
matter what the industry?

(4) Will he state the gsource and
P.W.D. ability to provide water at
Albany for industrial purposes?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The Public Works Department has
no knowledge of any such refusal.

(3) Answered by (2).

(4) Surface water is presently sup-
pliad from the Two People Bay
source and groundwater from the
south coast catchment area. In
the long term the potential of the
Denmark River is available,

P.W.D. PROJECTS

Albany, Plantagenet, and Denmark
Areas

Mr. COOEK, to the Minister for Works:

(1) What projects have been com-~
menced by the Public Works De-
partment, or have been the re-
sponsibility of its architectural
division since July 1971 in the Al-
bany Town Council, Albany, Plan-
tagent and Denmark Shire areas?

(2) What has been the total cost of
each project?

(3) What projects are in advanced
planning stages?

(4) What is the estimated value of
each of these projects?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

{1) and (2)— Contract
Price
Albany Town Council— $

Albany Technical School 943,206
Agriculture Department—

Offices ... ... 94,000

Garage and store 5,068
Albany Shire—

Nil

Plantagenet Shire—
Agricultural Department

quarters . e 20,343
Deamark Shire—

Nil.
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(3) and (4)— Estimate 30, ALBANY HARBOUR
Albany Town Council— $ Berths: Extensions
hool—
S"éﬂﬁ;‘;gﬁf tsoc 52&1.31. 12,560 Mr. COOK, to the Minister for Works:
. . (1) When is work expected to com-
D%’g:&,? e’;ftgfagg‘;‘s“*“’"s 45000 mence on the extensions to Al-
Senior High School ' bany’'s land-backed berths?
Library ... — 47,000 2 Viffhétl; is ttje :gtlmabed total cost
y ' 0 e projec
Seglrcgufégh ﬁg?eo?lTet'c (3) In which direction and for what
ulatlosn and 113umpilné distance is the extension planned?
equipment—tenders (4) Have any firm decisions been
received 9,042 made on future dredging works for
Reglonal Hospitai; ' the harbour and/or sound?
Alterations to X-Ray Mr. JAMIESON replied:
and laboratortes ... 70,000 (1) Work has commenced to the
Albany Shire— extent that the erection of tem-
NilL porary plant is in course.
Pl;rllltagenet Shire— (2) $445.000.
. (3) No. 3 berth is to be extended in
E;r"ﬁﬁ{ﬁrsa‘,"ﬁﬁ,;m High a south-easterly direction on its
present aliznment by 106 ft. 8 in.
ch‘;_‘lﬂ_ and No. 1 berth 18 to be extended
C. to call tenders in & north-westerly direction on
;?,1; farm supervisor's 20,000 its present alignment by 42 ft. 8 in.
Junior High School— () No.
Tenders about to be
called for additions 31. MIGRANTS
:ﬂgrat&irginistratlon 118.000 Family Classifications
’ Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
29. WATER SUPPLIES, SEWERAGE, Tmmigration:

AND DRAINAGE
Ezpenditure in Albany Area
Mr. COOK, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) What has been the sum spent on—
(a) sewerage works;
(b) dralnage works;

(¢) provisilon of or uperading
water supplies,

in the Albany area since 1st July,
19719

(2) What is the estimated expendi-
ture on these works to the end of
this financial year?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) Spent from 1/7/71 to 28/2/72—

What was the number of migrants
detailed according to

(a} bread winners;

(b) their familles;

(c) total,

who arrived from overseas to
Western Australia with the aim of
permanent settlement during each
year from 1957 to 19717

Mr. H. D, EVANS replied:

Statistics on a State by State
basis of settler arrivals in the
categories requested are not avail-
able.

Settler arrivals by State of in-
tended residence are avallable
from the financial year 1983-84
only and are as follows. {(Source:
Australian immigration c¢onsoli-

$ .
(a) Sewerage works ... 108,718 dated statistics)
(b) Drainage works ... 7,487 Western Australia
X A d
(¢) Provision of or up- mus-}sg" m't?.’épo(a Ums:?,'ﬂ?él T%t,%'u
e s water sup- e o4 jw
@) Estimated ompenditure LN o R T 4% e
stima expenditure 0 ) 5,820 X
30/6/10 pee o mmo o nu
$ 1970-71 15,780 5760 21,400
(a) Sewerage works ... 170,000
. Assisted settler arrivals only by
(b) Drainage works ... 25,000 State of intended residence are on
(c) Provision of or up- a calendar year basis and are as
grading water sup- follows., (Source: Australian im-

plies .. ... 331,000 migration consolidated statistics).
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Western Australia

1957 ... 2,669
1958 3,193
1959 2,369
1960 2,482
1961 2,994
1962 5,234
1963 7.184
1964 6,917
1965 ... 8,531
1966 ... 12,851
1967 ... 13,716
1968 ... 16,912
1969 ... 16,551
1970 ... 17,685
1971 ... 13,363
{Preliminary)
ELECTORAL

Adjustments of Boundaries: Objections

33.

Mr,

MENSAROS, to the Aftorney-

General:

Would he inform the House as
to—

{(a) how many objections have
been lodged and by whom
against the electoral commis-
slon’s proposed alterations to
State electoral boundaries;

when the commission is likely
to complete its hearings and
considerations of the objec-
tlons and present its final
recommendation?

(b}

. T. D. EVANS replied:

(a) I do not have the information

sought. The matter is in the
hands of the Electoral Com-
missioners.
I might add that, pursuant to
the provisions of the Electoral
Districts Act, neither the At-
torney-General nor any other
Minister has power to seek the
information requested.

Within the time provided in
the Electoral Districts Act.

(b

UNEMPLOYMENT
Commonwealth Grants

. MENSAROS, to the Treasurer:

Would he please list from 1957 up
to date each special Common-
wealth grant received by Western
Australia and given by the Com-
monwealth Government expressly
for the purpose of alleviating un-
employment In this State?

Mr. T. D. EVANS (for Mr. J. T. Ton-
kin) replied:

18

Commonwealth grants for stimu-
Jation of employment were pro-
vided in each year from 1981-62
to 1963-64.

34,

35.

209

The amounts were—

1861-62—$660,000
1962-63—%1,364,000
1963-64—%1,882,000

Grant for relief of unemployment
in non metropolitan areas—

1971-72—$2,020,000

IMMIGRATION
Reduction of Quota

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Immigration:
(1) Have the Commonwealth and

2)

3)

n

2)

)

State Ministers for Immigration
at their conference reportedly
held on 26th February, 1972
agreed to further cut the migrant
intake into Western Australia?

What Is the anticipated quota for
1972, or for an agreed period of
time, to Western Australla?

Could he give any further infor-
mation as & result of this confer-
ence’s decision regarding migrant
intake to Western Australla?

H. D. EVANS replied:

Discussion at the Conference of
Ministers for Immigration held on
the 25th February, 1972 concerned
migrant intake on an Australia
wide basis and not State by State.
The original estimated intake for
1971-72 of 140,000 assisted and un-
assisted settler arrivals was anti-
cipated to be reduced to approxi-
mately 135,000 which includes ap-
proximately 86,000 assisted mi-
grants.

It is anticipated that the assisted
passage intake into Western Aus-
tralia for the year 1971-72 will be
approximately 12,000 persons.

Answered by (1).
WHEAT QUOTAS

Report of Commitiee of Review

Mr.

THOMPSON, to the Minjster for

Apgriculture:

In view of the fact that at least
one Labor candidate for the com-
ing Federal election has had the
benefit of a copy of the report of
the “Committee of Review for the
system of assessing wheat quotas
in W.A.", will he table a copy of
the report in order that publica-
tion of it will enable farmers at
large to assess the report and not
confine discussion to the favoured
few?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

A copy of the report referred to
was forwarded to the convener of
the appropriate Committee of the
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Australian Labor Party. Simi-
larly, a copy was forwarded to the
Research Officer of the Liberal
Party.

Ag stated in my reply of 16th
March, 8 copy of the report will
be tabled in due course.

ELECTRICITY SBUPPLIES

Shopping Complexes and Bulk
Consumers

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Electricity:

(1) Is it true that a number of owners
and/or operators of large shop-
ping complexes, including city
shopping and commercial develop-
ments, are buying electricity from
the B E.C. at “E"-rate, and selling
it to tenants of the complexes at
“A”- and “B"-rate, and making
a considerable profit by the prac-
tice?

Is he aware If such a practice Is
allowable under the State Elee-
tricity Commisston Act?

Will the Government consider
charging eleciricity to bulk buyers
at the same price that these
people charge the actual consum-
ers?

Would this make a general reduc-
tion in the price of eleetricity
possible?

How many consumers recelve elec-
tricity at "E”- and have tenants
metered at “A”- and “B"-rate?

Mr. H. D. EVANS (for Mr. May) re-
plied:

(1> and (2) This practice is permis-
sible under the Electricity Act and
regulations. ‘The difference be-
tween the purchase cost and the
amount for which the electricity
is sold depends on the cireum-
stances of each case.

No. ‘The owner buys in bulk at
a better rate than the individual
tenants could normally obtain,
The surplus is intended to cover
the owners administration costs
and risk.

(4) No.

(8) Not known.

2>

(3

4

(5

3

WELSHPOOL ROAD
Widening and Trafic Lights

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Works:

(1) Is he aware that Welshpool Road,
between the junction of S8hepper-
ton Road and the standard gauge
rallway line at Wattle Grove, is
becoming very congested during
peak hour traffic?

(2) When does the Government plan
to widen this section of the road?

as,

39.

(3) Wil he say when traffic lights are
to be Installed in Welshpool Road
at the Junctions of roads which
lead to the adjacent rallway in-
stallations and industrial com-

plexes?

. JAMIESON replied:

In common with other through
routes serving areas of rapid
development, Welshpool Road
t.raé;ﬁc is increasing at a steady
rate.

Welshpool Road is the responsi-
bility of the Canning Town Coun-
cil. The Main Roads Department
has no plans for widening.

There are nho proposals at present
for the installation of traffic con-
trol signals in Welshpeel Road,

LAND

Railway Reserves: Use

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Lands:

(1) Does the Government propose o
develop In any way the disused
railway reserves between Bellevue
and Mt. Helena (the old Mundar-
ing Hne and the Swan View line) ?

(2) If so, to what purpose 1s the land
to be put?

(3) If no use is to be made of the
Iand, will the Government hand
control of it over to the Natlonal
Parks Board or some other appro-
priate body s¢ that it can be de-
veloped for recreation purposes?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) and (2) Proposals concerning the
future of the land in the disused
rallway reserves are at present
under consideration.

(3) The sectlions passing through the
John Forrest National Park, and
the tunnel area, have been placed
under the control of the National
Parks Board. The possible use
of other sections for recreational
purposes 15 included in the exami-
nation referred to.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Indusirial Sites: Reporis

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Environmental Protection:

(1) In view of the importance placed
on air pollution potential by the
Environmental Protection Author-
ity on the siting of the Pacminex
refinery, i1s it intended to have the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority carry out studies and glve
reports on all existing and pro-
posed industrial sites and areas?
If 50, when will these studles com-
mence and in which areas of
priority?

1)

@

(E)

2)
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{3) How soon after the studles are
completed will the reports be
made available to the public?

(4) If no such studies are to be
undertaken what are the reasons
for this decislon?

Mr. DAVIES replied;

(1) No. ;13
(2) Answered by (1).
(3} Answered by (]).
(4) Afr pollution measurements are

the responsibility of the Depart-
ment of Public Health.

EDUCATION
Children of Pensioners

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What is the present policy and
criterfa for pensloners with school
age children to qualify for assist-
ance In the purchase of school
books, equipment, fees, ete.?
What changes have been made to
this policy since the Government
came into office, and what are the
reasons for the changes?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

The present policy provides for
school book assistance for children
of indigent families. There is no
separate policy for pensioners.
The criterfon for assistance Is a
net family income at or below a
figure determined by the Educa-
tion Department and is based on
the parent’s income less deduc-
tions for dependent members of
the family,

Because of a pension increase in
October 1971 the Department has
approved that each individusal in-
crease be allowed as a deduction
in order to maintain the qualify-
ing figure at the same level as
that pertaining prior to the pen-
slon increase.

UNITED FARMERS &
AGRAZIERS ASSOCIATION
Registration

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Attorney-

QGeneral:

(1) Is the United Farmers and Graz-
iers Association Iincorporated or
registered under the Companies
Act?

(2) Is it necessary for an organisation
or company to be registered under
the Companies Act before issuing
8 prospectus?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1} No.

(2) No. A proposed company or a
corporation——and a corpora-
tion 15 used with the meaning of

(2)

1

(2>

42.

43.

44.

an

a “forelgn company” within the
meaning of the Companles Act—
can issue a prospectus without be-
ing incorporated or registered In
this State under the Act, but a
copy of the prospectus must be
lodged with the registrar under
the Act before the prospectus ls
issued or circulated.

This answer ls given on the hasis
that the prospectus is one within
the meaning of the Companies
Act and the organisation or com-
pany comes within the provisions
of that Act.

STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Brokers

Mr. STEPHEHENS, to the Minlster for
Labour:

(1) Is it correct that the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office will only
appoint insurance brokers in the
metropolitan area?

(2) If so, will consideration be glven
to appointing Insurance brokers in
rm;?’l centres, and, if not, why
no

Mr. TAYLOR replied:

(1) No. The State Government In-
surance Office appoints insurance
brokers, irrespective of location,
if they meet its requirements as to
expertise and solvency.

(2) Answered by (1).

Thizs quesiion was postponed until
Tuesday, the 28th March, 1872,

AGED PERSONS' HOMES
Daily Bed Costs

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:

What was the average daily bed

cost on 29th February, 1972 at

the following institutions—

(a) Home of Peace;

(b) Sunset;

(¢) MLt Henry?

. DAVIES replied:

1t is not possible to calculate the
average daily bed cost on a specl-
fic date. Costs have not yet been
processed for the eight months to
February 1972.

The average daily bed cost of
each of the Institutions mentioned
for 1870-71 15 as follows:

$
{(a) Home of Péace ... 1.75
(b} Sunset ... 018
{¢) Mount Henry . 1212



212

45.

48.

417.

1ASSEMBLY.]

POULTRY FARMING
Hen Licenses: Increased Quotas

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) With reference to the licensing of
hens, how many poultry farmers
did not receive a quota increase
on thelr base year number of
hens?

(2) How many of these farmers had
a8 hase year number of hens over

0
Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) 410
(2) 10

FREE SCHOOL BOOKS
Student Transfers

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) Is it true under the free text book
scheme that students when trans-
ferring to another school must
hand in their books allocated
under the scheme?

(2) If "Yes"—

(a) how long does he think the
books will last while no re-
sponsibility of ownership
exists;

(b) will not this result in stud-
ents on transfer to other
schools finding themselves
presented with torn and un-
cared-for bocks:

(e) will not this policy result in
a serious escalation of costs
to the scheme?

Mr., T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) It is anticipated that the text
material will have a life of
about three years.

(b> The experience of the many
schools which operated book
hire schemes indicates that
books on loan can he well
cared for and care of the
books forms part of a child's
training.

(¢) No, the scheme enhvisages the
school maintaining control of
the books and re-lssuing them
to children each year.

JARRAHWOOD SCHOOL
Television Set
Mr., BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Education:

When s it expected that a tele-
vision set will be installed at the
Jarrahwood Primary School?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
A television set is to be installed
at the Jarrahwood primary school
as soon as the contractors have
erected the antenna.
This is expected to be completed
within three weeks.

MARGINAL DAIRY FARMS
RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME

Purchase and Sale of Properiies

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is he in possession of information
showing—

(a) how many dairy farms have
been purchased through the
marginal dairy farms agree-
ment scheme since inception
in each State where the
scheme operates;

(b) the total cost of purchase of
property in each State under
the ahove scheme;

(¢) if any State varies the method
of purchase and sale as com-
pared with the administrative
practice followed in this
State?

(2) If “Yes” to 1(¢) in which State
and what is the varlance?

(3) Since Inception, what has been
the administrative cost to the
scheme in this State?

When did the agreement become

operative in this State?

(5) What was the first date when the
Initial property sales were final-
ised in this State?

(6) How many applications from dairy

farmers to—

(a) buy,

(b) seli,

properties have bheen received by

the administering authority In

each month since inception?

(4

-

(7T) How many applications fram
farmers wishing to—
(a) huy;
(b} sell,
properties through the above

scheme have—

(1) been declined;
(i1) withdrawn offer,
since inception?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(h) Yes.

(¢c) Yes.

(2) In Queensland, New South Wales,
Tasmanis and South Australia the
scheme requires that the owner
who wishes to dispose of a mar-
ginal dairy farm must nominate
a willing buyer, or alternatively &
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person wishing to aecquire a mar-
ginal dairy farm must nominsate
8 willing seller. Both the pros-
pective vendor and purchaser
must then submlit a joint applica-
tion indicating the price at which
the sale is to be negotiated.

In Victoria, as in W.A., the ad-
ministering authority takes an op-
tion over eligible farms offered to
it for sale, ‘The Victorian auth-
ority then endeavours to seek
buyers by advertising in district
newspapers. If no offer is re-
ceived which ls at least equal to
the option price, less the value of
redundant structural improve-
ments, then the option 1is not
exercised.

In Western Australia the admin-
istrative authority has tried all
possible means, including personal
approach, to find buyers.

$41,864.

The agreement bhetween W.A, and
the Commonwealth became opera-
tive in September 1970.

March 1971.

Applications recelved from
farmers.

1870 Buyers Bellers
September ... o 1 ]
Qctober .27 20
November . 32 13
December . 20 4

1971
January ... 10 9
February e 9 1
March ... 15 7
April e 11 ]
May . e 1 §
June ... e & 3
July .. .12 ?
August .10 2
September . e 2 —_
October .1 3
November ... e B —_
December ... 2 3

Applications received from
farmers—

1972 Buyers Bellers

January e 1 2
February R | 1
March 1 -_—

184 88

(a) (1) Nil
(il) Not applicable
(b) (i} 34 on grounds of ineligi-
bility.
(1) 26
DARRYL BEAMISH
Parole
O'CONNOR to the Attorney-Gen-

eral;

1)

On what date was Darryl Beamish
released on parole?

(2)
Mr.
1)
(2)

50,

Mr,
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What was the period and condit-
ions of parole?
T. D. EVANS replied:
25th March, 1971.
The usual conditions attaching to
any parolee were applied.
STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION
T.L.C. Representative

. RUSHTON, to the Premler:

Referring to the announcement in
the Daily News of 20th March
that changes to the State Elec-
tricity Commission constitution
had been made to enable the
Trades and Labor Council to
choose the employees’ representa-
tive, will the Government now
take action to allow the many
other organisations, e.g., Local
Government Assoclation, Farm-
ers’ Union, etc., to do likewise, or
is this a right or privilege to be
reserved for industrial unilons
and their organisations?

GRAHAM (for Mr, J, T. Tonkin)

replied:

Before I reply to the question, Mr.
Speaker, may I suggest—as I have
heard a similar suggestion In the
Commonwealth Parlament—that
very many questions directed to
the Premier could more appro-
priately be directed to the Minis-
ter concerned. However, the reply
is as follows:—
The question has no relevance
since there is no provision for
representation of the organisa-
tions mentioned, whereas the
Act specifically provides for a
representative of employees of
the S.EC.

QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE

L

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY

School of Veterinary Science

Mr.

T. D. EVANS (Minister for Edu-

cation)}:

In answer to a question without
nottce asked of me yesterday by
the Leader of the Ovppositlon, 1
undertook to table a copy of a
letter written by me to the Federal
Minister for Education and
Science on the 23rd February,
this year. I might add that this
letter has not as yet been acknow-
ledged nor has it been replied to.

The letter was tabled,

FREMANTLE PORT

Quter-harbour Development

Mr,
)]

COURT, to the Acting Premler:
In view of the fact that the
Government's comments In The
West Australian of the 16th
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March, 1972, clearly indicate
Government decislons on the re-
port of the Premler’s committee
for the development of Cockburn
Sound and Kwinana, and the re-
port dated February, 1972—tabled
on the 21st March—has therefore
been In the hands of the Govern-
ment for a reasonable period be-
fore such decislons, will he please
explain why he would not glve me
the information sought by gues-
tion on Thursday, the 16th
March, when the information was
in the committee’s report and
readily available to the Govern-
ment?

Why, In view of the wide public
Interest, did he decide to table
the report on the 21st March In-
stead of the 16th March when
the Qovernment had already
made and announced decislons
related to the report?

. GRAHAM replied:

Because the views of the Director
of Environmental Protection were
sought.

Because the Government had not
finalised the terms of the release
untll the 20th March.

. Court: You made an announce-

ment about it.

TYL.C. HOUSING LOANS
Comparison of Terme

. O’'NEIL, to the Minister for Hous-

My question refers to part (1) of
question 23 on today's notice
paper which, in itself, refers to
question 22 on the notice paper
of last Thursday, in respect of
which I attempted to obtain from
the Minister an answer to a ques-
tlon without notice on Thursday
last. However, in view of the time
factor I could not have this ques-
tion placed on the notice paper
until today.

The Minister has stated that 30
per cent. of home bullders’ ac-
count funds must be used by
terminating socleties to purchase
existing State Housing Commis-
slon homes on terms and condi-
tlons which are less favourable
than State Housing Commisgion
finance, which 1s available for
purchase of precisely the same
homes by precisely the same
applicants,

My question suggested that if
someone were prepared 1o pay the
higher interest rate and the
shorter term repayment he would
recelve priority. The Minister
replied that this was not so.

Mr.

I would like him to expand on the
situation whereby funds made
avafilable to building societies can
be used to purchase State Hous-
ing Commission homes on terms
and conditions which are less
favourable than State Housing
Commission finance,

. BICKERTON replied:

I have no intentlon of comment-
ing on the situation, After reading
the question asked by the hon-
ourable member and the answer
that was supplied to him I con-
sider his question was adequately
answered. If the member for East
Melville wants any further detalls
on this matter he could elther
approach me personally or place
another question on the notice
paper,

O™Neil: 1 have done that already.

WHEAT QUOTAS

Report of Committee of Review

Mr.

THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

Further to question 35 on today's

notice paper—

(1) Will he confirm that the
report referred to was made
avallable to the research of-
flcer of the Liberal Party on a
confidential basis?

(2) In view of the fact that u
particular Lahor candidate for
the coming Federal election
is freely using this report in
the electorate he aspires to
represent, does not the Minis-
ter feel the report should be
made public so that everyone
can discuss it and debate the
merits and demerits of it?

. Court: That puts a different com-

plexion on it.

. H. D. EVANS replied:

and (2} I have pointed cut that
under the terms of the Wheat
Quotas Act it is obligatory for me
to refer to and discuss the matter
of wheat quotas with the Farmers'
Union. Each member of that ex-
ecutlve has received a copy of the
report and I feel it is incumbent
upon me to show the courtesy of
completing those discussions which
are continuing at the moment, be-
fore tabling it in this House, which
I have already indicated I wlill do.

. Court: What about your candidate

who is using it?

. H. D. EVANS: To conclude the

answer, I have no knowledge of
the situstion referred to by the
member for Darling Range.

. Willlams: Therse are none s0 blind

a5 those who will not see.
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COCKBURN SOUND
Harbour Development

Mr. FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:

Mr.

Regarding the plan for the ds-
velopment of Cockburn Sound,
which was announced in The West
Australian this morning, have any
of the houses mentioned In the
report yet bheen acquired; and {f
so, how many?

. GRAHAM replied:

I preface my remarks by saying
the area the subject of the pro-
posed acquisition of houses was
zoned for industrial purposes In
1955 in the Stephenson plan, and
again in 1963 in the metropolitan
region plan, ‘Therefore, this is
not a new dectsion. Some 54
houses have already been acquired,
Incidentally, I approved of two of
them this morning., It s inten-
ded that as opportunity offers and
as clrcumstances dictate, in par-
ticular cases, especlally where
there is likely to be any hard-
ship, every effort will be made to
take over these properties on
generally acceptable terms. Mem-
bers may recall that when we
were sitting on opposite sides of
the House comments were made
in this Chamber regarding the
statement of an officer of the
Town Planning Department that
in his opinion living would ulti-
mately become intolerable in this
area hecause of the impact of In-
dustrial establishments already
located there and further indus-
:;'lies that would be established
ere,

I therefore want to put this whole
matter in perspective because,
from the way it appeared today,
it seemed there had been a com-
plete reversal of form, that it was
an entirely new step, that people
were being taken by surprise, and,
furthermore, that here and now,
on the 22nd day of March, 1972,
& new threat was arlsing to people
who live in the area. The decision
was made and accepted as long
ago as 1955.

DARRYL BEAMISH
Parole
O'CONNOR, to the Attorney-

General:

In connection with question 49 on
today's notice paper, would he ex-
plain to the House the usual con-
ditions attached to any parole?

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

T. D. EVANS replied:

If the honourable member ¢ares
to look at the regulations pur-
suant to the Probation and Parole
Act, he will find the conditions
enunciated there,

Court: They can vary from per-
son to person,

MINISTERIAL VIBITS
Frequency
McPHARLIN, to the Acting

Premler:

(1}

(2)

Would he inform the House on
how many occasions the Ministers
of the previous Government, dur-
ing the period of office from 1959
to 1971, visited—

(a) Overseas;

(b) Eastern States; and

(c) North-West?

How do each of these totals for
each year of office compare with
the totals given on the same basis
in the answer to a question asked
?{:fgg}hem on the 15th March,

The SPEAKER.: 1 hope you have glven

Mr.

(1)

Mr.

Mr,

the Acting Premlier prior notice
of this question.

GRAHAM replied:

and (2) I want to make some com-
ment upon the question, if you will
permit me, Mr, Speaker. I have
discussed the question with officers
of the Premier’s Department to-
day. It would be impossible to
give the complete information be-
cause it covers such a lengthy
period, golng back so many years,
and many of the particulars would
appear in Ministers' dlaries and
documents of that nature. BY
tracing accounts in some detall,
it may be possible to gather this
information but It would be an
exceedingly lengthy and difficult
exerclse covering a considerable
number of departments. Unless
it is pressed for, the Information
will not be provided, for the
reasons I have mentioned. I also
think there may be questions of
some delicacy with regard to the
activities of Minlsters of any Gov-
ernment when engaged upon pub-
lic business.

Court: I hope not.
DARRYL BEAMISH

Parole
O'CONNOR, to the Attorney-

General:

The Minister appears {0 be avoid-
ing the issue in connection with
this question. Wil he table the
precise conditions applylng to the
parole of Darryl Beamish?
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Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

I regret that the member for Mt.
Lawley seems to be persisting with
questions relating to this particu-
lar Individual. It may be that the
question could he ruled to be sub
judice, but I understand that be-
cause the faet that this person
was paroled is public knowledge,
you, Mr. Speaker, permitted the
question. In the Interests of jus-
tice, and as thls man Is still to
appear—on the 5th May, I belleve
—I would prefer that the member
for Mt. Lawley conferred with me
privately. If he persists with the
questions, I will answer them, but
I appeal to his good judgment
and sense of justice in this case.

. O’Neil; All he asked you to do was
table them.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Government Financial Assistance

Mr. GRAHAM (Acting Premier);
Yesterday, the member for Mt.
{.iawley asked the following ques-

on:—

(1) What amount of additional
money has been provided by
the State Government this
financial year to assist un-
employment in Western Aus-
tralia?

(2) How was the money used?

The reply given to him indicated
that the State had used the
$2,990,000 made avallable by the
Commonwealth. I discussed this
matter with the appropriate of-
flicers and have been advised in
the following terms:

The whole of the loan funds
available to the State in this
financial year were allocated in
the Capital Funds Budget and
no additional funds were avail-
able from State resources for ex-
penditure on unemployment re-
lief works.

The extra works and housing
allocation obtained at the Feb-
ruary Premlers’ Conference was
no different from our normal
capital funds allocation and it is
not valid to distinguish this as
Commonwealth money while re-
garding the allocation deter-
mined at the June Loan Couneil
meeting as State funds,

Although the additional allo-
cation was for the purpose of
enabling the State Government
to expand its eapital works pro-
gramme and thus provide ad-
ditional employment, ne restric-
tions were imposed on how these
funds were to be spent.

BILLS (10): INTRODUCTION AND

1.

FIRST READING

Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Jamieson (Minister for Water Sup-
plies), and read a first time.

Western Australian Products Symbol
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Graham (Minister for Development
and Decentralisation), and read a
first time.

. Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on meotion by Mr,
Graham (Minister for Town Plan-
ning), and read a first time.

. Education Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. T,
D, Evans (Minister for Education},
and read a first time.

5. Public Trustee Act Amendment Bill,

10.

. Inheritance (Family and Dependants
Provision) Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr. T,
D. Evans (Attorney-General), and
read a first time.

. Parks and Reserves Act Amendment
Bill,

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. H,
D. Evans (Minister for Lands}, and
read a first time.

.Bee Industry Compensation Act
Amendment Bill.

. Beekeepers Act Amendment Bill
Pig Industry Compensation
Amendment Bill,

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
H. D. Evans (Minister for Agri-
culture), and read a first time.

Act

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 21st March,

on

the following motion by Mr, Brown:—

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech he agreed
to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislatlve Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parllament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. REID (Blackwood) [5.32 pm.]: I
would like to add some comments to those
alteady made durlng this Address-in-
Reply debate, and initially to direct them
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to something which has caught our imag-
ination within the last six months probably
more so than ever before; that is, this
very much overworked term “decentralisa-
tion.”

On the 10th February last the Acting
Premier announced in The West Ausira-
lian, under fairly large headlines—

The State Government has
approved big changes in its decentral-
isation policy to give greater encour-
agement to establishing industrles in
country areas.

The changes were recommended in
an interim report by the departmental
deceatralisation review committee and
have been adopted by the Cabinet.

The Government regards them as a
vital part of its decentralisation plans.

As yet the finer details of this scheme are
not common knowledge; but I think it has
heen welcomed generally right across the
board by all and sundry. On the same day
the South Western Times of Buhbury—
once again, in large headlines—
announced, “Shot-in-grm for region's in-
dustries.” This article goes on in a vein
similar to the statements made by the
Acting Premier. Still later, once again in
the South Western Times, dated the 21st
March—which was yesterday—this head-
line appeared: “$lm plan to boost light
industry." So much for the plans for de-
centralisation. I will perhaps refer to some
of those comments later when I make
other points.

However, before passing off the subject
I would like to say that a reporter from
the South Western Times contacted me
afier the announcement in that newspaper
about a shot in the arm for the region's
industry. Apparently the Press went
around contacting a number of people to
obiain their reaction to the Acting Prem-
fer's announcement. In & later edition of
that newspaper I think I am on record as
saying that I welcome this move towards
decentralisation, because I feel that in the
past, although many politicians had glven
lip service to it, in the main their efforts
lacked any real concrete bite and effect.

I would ike now to twrn briefiy to the
situation of decentralisation in regard to
the fruit industry. No doubt, Mr. Speaker,
you will remember that last session prior
to Christmas I outlined at some length the
problems of the fruit industry. Indeed, as
a result of that move for an inquiry we
have seen tremendous advances made to-
wards solving some of the problems faced
by the industry. We now have a {rans-
portation and handling committee set up
under the Minister for Agriculture to in-
vestigate 8nd make recommendations
upon the reorganisation of the fruit in-
Justry.

However, quite apart from that, let us

look at the frult industry as 14 stands to-
day, Fortunately it is in a much healthier
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situation than it was when I last spoke
of it at length in this House. Nevertheless,
the problems facing the industry now are
of a slightly different nature because they
are in direct contrast to the prineiple of
decentralisation. We now find that through
no fault of the growers or of the Govern-
ment we are being forced into a system
of centralisation for the export of our
commodity, largely or totally arising out
of the naction of overseas shipowners.
Those owners have decided that a large
percentage of our fruit will he container-
ised and very little will be exported by
canventional shipment, This means, of
course, that our traditional export port,
Bunbury, will be used very lttle In this
coming fruit season. Naturally, the water-
slde workers at Bunbury, the people of

Bunbury, and the Bunbury Town
Council—
Mr. Williams: And the member for
Bunhury.

Mr, REID: —yes, and the member for
Bunbury—are very concerned. I think the
member for Bunbury has paddled his own
cance fairly well in making known his
comments in this regard. It Is strange to
note that whereas last year 600,000 bushels
of apples were exported from the Port of
Bunbury, this year perhaps only 100,000
bushels will be exported from that port,
Why? Because somebody who owns ships
decided that we will maximise the use of
containers and that the containers will be
shipped from the Port of Fremantle. The
economics of the situation so far as the
growers are concerned are not very differ-
ent because the additional cost ineurred in
transporting the fruit to Premantle is offset
to some degree by the lower overseas
freights. However, I think it is a bad thing
to see this move towards exporting the
fruit from one point in Western Australia,

I would now like to leave the frult indus-
fry and press on to the wool industry. 1
think it is egreed that the freight subsidy
scheme is a good one for growers, and is
an effort to build up wool sales in the
Albany area. I find from questions I asked
in this House on the 15th March that wool
received in Albany since the commence-
ment of the subsidy scheme totalled
183,965 bales, of which only 58,540 bales
were exported from the Port of Albany;
and 61,166 bales were railed o Fremantle,
obviously for shipment from that port. The
balance of the wool ts still being held in
store in Albany.

The cost of railing that wool from
Albany to Fremantle Is $2.75 a bale. ‘This,
by the way, means that 55 per cent. of the
wool received into store in Albany so far
has been railed to Fremantle.

Mr. Cook: I think the member is election-
eering.
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Mr. REID: I do not think so. I think the
member for Albany will perhaps realise
later on the points I am trying to make in
this regard. They are certalnly not the
points he thinks I am trying to make.

Mr. Cook: You have missed the point.
The wool freight scheme was aimed at try-
ing to provide an inducement to ship
through the Port of Albany. The amount
of wool shipped so far this year is aimost
double that of last year. You are suggest-
ing that more and more Is golng to Fre-
mantle and, therefore, more and more is
being lost to Albany.

Mr. REID: I am suggesting Mr.
Speaker, that 55 per cent. of the wool golng
into Albany is being ralled to Fremantle.
The point 1 am trying to make for the
benefit of the member for Albany is that
72,9768 bales were received into stores in
Albany by rail. The freight on that wool
is subsidised by 50 per cent., or approxi-
mately 88c s bale; so 72,878 bales of wool
at B8c represents a cost of $64,240. 1 am
trying to get the message Over to the
member for Albany that the W.A.G.R. re-
ceived additional revenue of $178,205 for
railing that wool back to Fremantle,

The point T am making—and I am not
Jaunching an attack against the member
for Albany as he might think I am—Is,
what & shame it is that the wool was not
shipped out of the Port of Albany. The
fact is that an amount approaching
$200,000 could have been much better spent
providing facllities in the port, the town,
or the district tather than going in freight.
The main point which I have not yet
mentioned is, of course, that this additional
$178,205 comes out of the woalgrowers’
returns. There is no doubt about that; this
cost is borne by the producer., A scheme
has been put forward to support the sale
of wool at Albany, but it has been largely
negated because the wool is not being
shipped through the Port of Albany.

Mr. Cook: If you compare the amount
shipped out of Albany in the last season
you will see it is almost double. You are
not suddeniy going to get all the wool
through the Port of Albany.

Mr. REID: I think I have made my point:
that the idea of building up wool sales in
Albany is not being maximised because the
shipping interests will not co-operate. I
make 8 further point: This idea of urging
and encouraging all wool to be sent to
Albany Involves additional costs by fits
having to be railed back to Fremantle for
shipment at the expense of the industry.
The member for Albany 1s trying to inter-
ject, but he will have an opportunity to
tell us what he knows about the industry
at a later stage.

Mr. Cook: I will probably know more
about the situation than you do.

Mr, REID: I will be most interested to
hear the honourable member’s comments.

[ASBEMBLY.]

Mr. Cook: I spoke on it last session.

Mr, W. G, Young: We did not have the
figures then,

Mr. Cook: But I asked questtons,

Mr. W. G. Young: About wool shipped
in March of this year? pe

Mr. Hutchinson: Would you fellows
speak up?

The SPEARER: Order! The member for
Blackwood.

Mr. REID: I pass from the subject of
wool and fruit to the cost of a bottle of
tomato sauce and a bottle of beer. Perhaps
the member for Albany will find this less
objectionable, It 1s interesting to note
that the freight on a bottle of tomato
sauce represents approximately 2¢. In
comparing this freight with the freight on
beer we find that the freight on beer iIs
much higher than that on tomato sauce;
yet the methed of transport by rail 1s
almost identical in hauling a wagon load
of beer and a wagon load of tomato sauce.

The peint I make is that people living
in the country are encouraged to buy the
commodities they use from the country
stores. In the case of tomato sauce the
freight is not very high; it Iz only 2¢ on
a bottle, but when a person in the country
buys a bottle of beer he finds there Is a
difference of 10c to 1l¢ in the price com-
gﬂred with the price that is paid in the

¥.

We are advocating decentralisation and
the provision of incentives to decentralise.
In this respect we have one channel to
provide an Incentive. The beer is placed
in raflway trucks f.or, in the metropolitan
area; and the beer sold In the metropolitan
area 1s delivered by the brewery free of
charge. However, the people living in the
country have to pay a much higher price
for a hottle of beer than do consumers
in the elty. Consequently, -country
people coming to Perth are inclined to fill
ﬁgfu?ootg of thelr farg with beer when they

n, because of the treme -
ence in the price. ndous differ

The freight which beer attracts, over
and shove the all-in bulk freight rate
scheme for groceries, 1s about 60 per cent,
higher than the freight on tomato sauce
or groceries. I belleve this system was
evolved from the British rallway system
where it was the ability to pay that deter-
mined freight rate. Although this system
has certaln merits, we are finding that
today it 1s working against the interests of
the country people. In the case of beer per-
haps it is not the ability to pay but the
willingness to pay that is the maln factor
The people will still buy beer, regardless cf
the price. When we take into account the
fact that the intake of beer averages about
30 gallons per head per annum in Western
Australia we find that the communities in
the country are paying a bigger share than
!sll::‘%l& be expected of them for this com-
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I now turn to the effects of the recent
increases in charges by the BState Elee-
tricity Commission, particulariy on the in-
dustries in the country. I say at the outset
that it is most unfortunate the Government
has Increased elecricity charges; and it
should be highly criticised for so doing.
The previous Brand-Nalder Government
had undertaken to reduce the differential
between the city users and the country
users of power. It made a start on this
as an interlm measure, and brought about
one reduction.

I think the present Premfier, in giving
his policy speech before the last eleetlon,
undertook to introduce an equal rate for
electricity throughout the State, but I am
sure no-one in the community expected
he would do so by Increasing the charge
for electricity for domestic use in the city.
The users of electricity in the country
arens found that their rates were left at
the same high level.

Foremost among those to be disadvan-
taged are a number of major power users
in the south-west—In the Bunbury, Capel,
Bridgetown, and Albany areas. The
majority of these Industries are established
in my electorate; one of these companies
is just outside my electorate, and others
are further out. To get the correct plcture
of the Increased charges for electricity in
country areas one must look at the effects
across the board. I belleve that the viability
of these companies is being threatened by
the increase in electricity charges.

In some cases retrenchments of staff
have taken place, and in other cases the
companies are relying on the normal wast-
age of labour and are not making any new
appointments. This is a dangerous situ-
ation. These companies are large employ-
ers of labour, and they depend almost en-
tirely on exporting their produects overseas
on a fluctuating market. They are striving
to compete In a highly competitive world
matket, and they are very sensitive to any
increase in the cost of labour on the home
market,

I would like to give detalls of the com- «

panles in respect of which I have made ’
some research, and they number six. Com-
pany “A" employs 220 persons, and pays
approximately $1,000,000 per annum in
wages. The gross value of lts products is
approximately $3,000,000. Its electricity
charges at the old rate totalled $250,000
per annum, and it is expectetd that the
increase resulting from the new rate will
mean an additional $40,000 per annum.

Company “B” employs 280 persons. It
pays approximately $1,260,000 in wages
annhually, and the gross value of its products
is approximately $7,000,000. Its electricity
charges under the old rate were $250,000
a year, and the expected increase will mean
an additional $41,000 a year.
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Company ‘‘C," which employs 135 per-
sons, pays approximately $707,000 in wages
a year. The electriclty charges at the old
rate were $160,000 per annum, and the
expect.ed increase is $21,600 annually.

any “D” employs 110 persons. The
old electricity charges amounted to $124,000
a year, and the Increase resulting from
the new rate will be $15,500 per year.

Mr. Willlams: That s a good form of
assistance towards decentralisation!

Mr. REID: Company “E” employs 430
persons, and its total annual wage bill is
$1,720,000, I might add that this company
is established very close to the electorate of
Albany. The electricity charges pald by
this company under the old rate were
$51,590, and the increase per annum {s
expected to be $10,000.

Company “F” employs 90 persons and
its wage bill approximates $360,000 a year.
The electricity charges under the old rate
were $13,200, and the increase will repre-
sent another $4,000 a year.

Those six companles employ 1,265 persons
in the rural areas, They pay approximately
$5,642,000 a year In wages, and the gross
value of their products totals approximately
$19,750,000. The electricity charges they
paid under the old rate amounted to
$848,000, and the expected increase result-
ing from the new rate is $132,100 a year.

I ask: Does this assist decentralisation?
The full measure of the effect of this sort
of increase in electricity charges can be
gauged from the fact that those six com-
panies employ 1,265 people, and they will
have to pay an extra $132,100 In electricity
charges; or a staggering $104 for every
person employed by them. No wonder
some companies in the south-west are re-
trenching staff, and no wonder some of
them are not engaging any labour but are
relying on the normal wastage to offset
the situation.

The assessment of the six south-west
country industries referred to is broadly
bhased, and is evenly representative of the
major power users In the area. They com-~
prise companies involved in the beach
sands Industry, the mining industry, the
meat industry, and the wool industry. 1
think they represent a fair average of the
industries in the area and of the major
power users in the south-west.

Mr. Graham: Which one of those 1s
meking retrenchments on account of the
power costs?

Mr. REID: The details concerning these
companies have been prepared by an
accountant. I would not be prepared to
divulge the details without their approval.

Mr. Graham: I think that is very con-
venient.

Mr. REID: For the information of the
Acting Premier I have proof here that
retrenchments have taken place.
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Mr. Graham: That has been going on all
over Australia following your Federal
Government’s financlal policy.

Mr. Williams: It is worse In Western
Australia than anywhere else.

Mr, Graham: Of course it is.

Mr. Williams: And yet there is this sort
of Increase in electriclty charges.

Mr. REID: There is one point which
should not be missed: Costs and wages have
escalated to such an extent that the in-
creases have threatened the employment of
people in the country, but not of those in
the city. In order to create the incentlves
necessary to attract new industries into
couniry districts and protect those already
established, I urge the Minister for Elec-
tricity and the Government to glve
immediate and urgent consideration to re-
ducing electricity costs to major power
consumers in country areas. There are
different ways in which this can be brought
about. One would be by striking a differ-
ential rate for country consumers of indus-
trial power in the upper brackets. This
would give a real bite to any policy of
decentralisation.

I think there is possibly another way;
that is, by adopting an incentive system of
payment to those who are large consumers
of power. I understand that the lower
brackets of the consumers of industrial
power are given a preference. The main
concern of the major employers of labour
who are in the higher brackets of the
users of industirial power stems from the
unit price rise from l4c to 1.6c per unit,
and the increase from 1.25¢ to l.4c for
major poOwer users,

To explain briefly some of the new rates,
I think they allow a fair and a marked
concession to consumers of 56,000 units
and over. Therefore, in respect of the in-
dustrial rates these country users of elec-
tricity pay the same as the consumers in
the metropolitan area. These are slightly
less favourable than the old rates fixed
under the Brand-Nalder Government.

I would like fo take the opportunity to
make this point: In areas where self-read
meters  operate—these affect farmers
mostly—I urge the Minlster to make
some announcement {0 consumers to fll
in their classification forms. I helieve that
in other areas this has been done by the
inspectors. I would be the first to agree
that the filling in of these forms is the
responsibility of the individuals concerned.
The consumers have been circularised but
if they fail to fill in their classification
forms they will be charged the industrial
power rate, and not the domestic rate,

To give an illustration of the contusion
that presently exists in counfry areas, and
to show the difference between the indus-
trial rate and the domestic rate, I would
point out that a consumer using 150 units
of power—who has forgotten to fill in his
classification form—will be charged the
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industriel rate of 8¢ per unit. This amounts
to $9.00 as against the $3.45 which a con-
sumer who has filled in his classification
form pays on 150 units. The latter pays
the domestic rate of 2.3c per unit, or a
total of $3.45. That is a difference of $5.55
or possibly an average of 250 per cent.
overcharge,

1 know that those people who self-read
their meters have been circularised but
some of them, through thelr ignorance,
could be overpaylng. I know that con-
fusion exists because of the many inquiries
since the reclassification. The people on
the domestic rate are automatically classi-
fled as industrial.

I have referred to the beach sands in-
dustry in Western Australia. It is a very
important form of decentralisation and one
which I believe we should do everything in
our power to foster. The industry has
created the type of employment we wish to
see in rural areas.

The total production of the Industry in
the Bunbury-Capel-Busselton area is
750,000 tons a year. That is the total
tonnage of the minerals mined and its
value is in the vicinity of $7,000,000 a year.
The minerals occur as a natural! concen-
tration along the line of an ancient beach
which is sub-parallel {o the present coast-
line and some four miles inland. I am re-
ferring to one particular deposit. It is
sbout nine miles long, 200 to 300 yards
wide, up to 30 feet deep, and is presenily
estimated to contain 9,400,000 tons of
heavy minerals, Those figures indicate
the type of operation involved.

Regarding the effect on the environment,
which can be significant with this type of
operation, we recently inspected an area
which had been under mining operations
12 months previously. However, that area
was producing again and we were able to
inspect a stack of hay which had been
harvested from it. The ability of the
mineral industry to rehabilitate mined
areas has been amply demonstrated.

One of the most unfortunate obstacles
is that the railway running between Capel
and Busselion happens to be built over
some of the richest deposits in the area.
As the deposit is only 200 to 300 yards in
width it could be that in time the rallway
line will be shifted.

Mr. W. G. Young: Sink the railway.

Mr. REID: Unfortunately, the problem
is not where to shift the railway, but the
kangarco paws—a small seedy version—
which grow along the side of the rallway
line.

Sir David Brand: I would not say they
were a seedy version; I beg to differ.

Mr. REID: Well, they are not thriving.

Sir David Brand: That is because of the
Industry, They were thriving.

Mr. REID: I had thought that for the
sake of a little flora and fauna in this
area there could be more than a case for
the resiting of the railway.
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Sir David Brand: It is the most beautl-
ful stand of kangaroo paws I have ever
seen.

Mr. REID: The company 1s successfully
rehabilltating the country.

Mr. Willlams: How successfully?

Mr. REID: The company is undertaking
a very detalled and effective rehabilitation
of the area, I do not know, specifically,
what it has done regarding the kangarco
paws.

Sir David Brand: I am sorry to inter-
rupt the honourable member as I did, but
I could not let him get away with that.

Mr, REID: I will mention hriefly the
value to the area of just one indusiry. The
company to which I am referring, during
the last year, paid transport contractors
$260,000, made payments to the port
authority in Bunbury of $160,000, and made
payments to local contiractors amounting
to $350,000. Bullding contracts let to local
bullders for roads, offices, and houses
amounted to $275,000. The value of locally-
purchased road vehicles was $50,000 and
fabrication and erection work let to local

engineering companies amounted to
$350,000.
However, thls particular operation is

threatened from two angles: increasing
costs on the home front, and a tightening
on the world market. Desplte the com-
ments of the Deputy Premier this particu-
lar company has made retrenchments,

I see a very close resemblance to the
rural industry—in the agricultural sense—
because the company to which I am refer-
ring has very little control over its costs
and very little control over the price of
minerals on the world market. Together
withh the other companies it needs every
Incentive and all the assistance it can get.

I believe it 1s not necessary for me to
mention the plight of the meat industry,
and also the plight of the wool industry.
The problems confronting these industries
are well known to members in this House.
The fact that the problem facing the wool
industry is to be tackled at a national level
adds to the case that it is necessary to
protect and assist rural-based industries.
Those industries, in Iine wlth the mineral
companies, are going through a difficult
perlod which is beyond thelr control.

In conclusion, I urge the Government to
give serious and urgent consideration to
reassessing the State Electricity Commis-
sion charges In couniry areas in order to
assist viable decentralisation.

MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [6.07 p.m.):
I rise to support the motion moved hy the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn. I compli-
ment the honourable member on the way
he delivered his speech because I thought
it was very good. I do not know that I
should say I hope he has a long stay in
this Chamber because he sits on the other
side of the House. However, that choice
will remain with his electors.
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1 wish now to comment on a reply which
you, Mr. Speaker, gave to a question asked
by the Leader of the Countiry Party last
week, The question referred to the removal
of coats by members while sitting in the
Chamber. I do not wish to criticise vou,
Mr. Speaker, for the answer you gave—
that is your prerogative—but I would like
to express my own view.

The climate which we enjoy sometimes
makes conditions in this House quite In-
tolerahle. This applies particularly to those
who sit on the back benches, It appears to
me that while the ceiling fans in this
Chamber give some relief to those mem-
bers sitting on the front benches, the
fans also force the warm air to the back
of the Chamber, I think this effect would
a.lsq be felt by you, Mr. Speaker, in your
position in the House. I know that it
sometimes gets very hot in your Chalir.

Pecple attend in the public gallery of
the House in shirt sleeves or wearing open-
neck shirts. I realise the predicament in
which you, Mr, Speaker, find yourself be-
cause if you gave some people an inch they
would probably take a yard. However, I
nelieve you are the kind of person who has
sufficient strength to control the situation.
I suggest that the rule would need to be
broken only once and you would smartly
have the offender out of the Chamber.

I think it has been mentioned that the
issue relating to the wearing of coats, was
raised in regard to the dining room. On
that occaslon a ballot was held. I sug-
gest that you review your decision and ask
members to comment on this issue. For
your awn information you should find out
what the majority of members think.
A secret ballot could be held during
the hot weather, If a ballot were held
during the winter time the result may be
different as net many members would
want to shed their coats and they would
probably have forgotten the hot conditions
which prevailed during the summertime.

I put forward my suggestion for your
consideration, Perhaps we might have =&
ballot even if it Is just to obirin general
information. However, it Is up to you,
Mr, Speaker, to make the decislon.

I wish to bring to the attention of the
House a few matters of interest concerning
my electorate. A matter which is consid-
ered to be urgent, and is becoming more
urgent every month, is the provision of a
new courthouse. This item was placed on
the Estimates during the last year of the
previous Government. However, it was
taken off the Estimates and I made some
accusations to the effect that the present
Government intended to butter up some
of its own electorates.

The situation in Bunbury is that wit-
nesses, and people who are to appear in
court in traffic cases and for other minor
offences—those who have not been kept
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in the lockup overnight—hsave to copgre-
gate on the footpath while awalting their
turn to go into the court. This is a poor
set-up.

The present courthouse was renovated
to some degree in 1862, and more space
was mede avaflable and better accommo-
dation provided for the officers. Also, a
magistrate's room and a small courtroom
were added for the married persons and
the children’s court. Those additions and
renovations sufficed for the time being.

However, the town of Bunbury and the
district generally have grown considerably
814 more accommodation is required. The
Crown Law Department was able to lease
the old Bunbury post office, Some money
was spent on the building and it now
houses amenities for the pubiic and the
staff, the magistrate’s room, and also one
courtroom. Because of visits by the eircuit
district ecourt the building still becomes
crowded on occasions and I have seen wit-
nesses, and people who have to appear in
the court, standing on the footpath wait-
ing to get into the bullding.

I sincerely hope that when the forth-
coming Budget is prepared money will be
made available for the construction of a
new courthouse at Bunbury. I also trust
that the new courthouse will be built on a
different site from that recommended
during the reign of the last Government.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Before the tea suspen-
slon ¥ was discussing the Bunbury court-
house; the attendant problems regarding
the stafl; and also the fact that the public
have to wait on the footpath before they
can enter the courthouse. I was on the
point of suggesting that the site which
had been proposed about two years ago,
and had been confirmed by the Public
Works Department, should not be the site
for the new courthouse.

The site proposed is adjacent to that—
indeed it is one and the same slte—on
which the police station is situated; 1t
runs at right angles to the police station.
The previous Minister for Police had some
strong objections to this and X hope the
present Minister for Police will feel like-
wise. It is not that the Minister did not
want a nice building to conform with the
architecture of the police station in the
town, but merely the fact that these two
arms of the law do not need to go to-
gether. I believe they should not go to-
gether.

The police apprehend people and the
court goes through the process of seeing
whether or not they are guilty and issuing
the necessary sentence of imprisonment
or fine. I am firmly of the opinion that
these two arms of the law should be kept
separate.

There are sites in the vicinity of
Wwittenoom Street and Stephens Street
which could be acquired if the right ap-
proach were made to some of the people
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who own the sites at the moment. I am
sure if reasonable conditions were puf for-
ward they would be prepared to quit these
sites and re-establish themselves elsewhere
in the town.

I understand that approaches have been
made to some of the organisations and the
people concerned but it 1s not possible to
arrive at a figure. This is not uncommon.
When one goes to buy a plece of land the
buyer naturaslly wants to obtaln it at s
cheap price, while the seller wants to get
as much as he can for it. But usually
these things can be straightened out by
reaching a compromise.

T understand that the members of one of
the organisations which owns land in this
vicinity—and I refer to the trustees of
the Masonic Hall—might conslder a reas-
onahle figure, because they would like to
establish themselves in more modern
premises in a part of the town close to
the types of persons for whom they cater.

I accordingly suggest to the Government
that it has ancther look at the siting of
the new Bunbury courthouse, and I hope
the finance for the proposition will be
included in thils year’s Estimates. Also,
I hope the Government will be a little
more insistent upon establishing the new
courthouse somewhere close to, but not
ntecgssarlly on the same site as, the police
station.

1 say this, hecause as the town grows
the police station must necessarily grow,
and because the site in gquestion 1s not
all that large, it 1s likely that in a few
years' time it will be entirely taken up
by the police station.

If the Government has its way and the
police take over traffic control in the
country areas it will mean that the present
bullding will probably have to be enlarged
for that reason alone. The traffic section
will get Jarger and larger and if there is
a traffic authority it will be established
alongside the police authority and wil! be
able to work In with the police for that
purpose.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Does the honourable
member believe that police stations and
courthouses do not make good neighbours
in the eyes of the publie.

Mr. WILLIAMS: This is precisely what
I am getting at; and I hope the Attorney-
General agrees with my view and uses
his influence with the Government as, I
believe, will the Minister for Pollce.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It might surprise you
to know that I share your view,

Mr. WILLIAMS: I am glad to hear that
and I hope the Attorney-General will do
all he can to promote this aspect when the
matter comes up for discussion in Cabinet.
The public really helieve that these two
arms of the law are separate arms of the
law; as do the police authorities them-
selves together with the majority of those



[Wednesday, 32 March, 1972}

who staffi the courthouse—the judges,
judiciary, magistrates, the clerk of courts,
and the general staff.

I hope the matter will receive satisfac-
tory and favourable attentlon and that
we will see a new courthouse built at
Bunbury to relieve the position of the
judiclary and the staff. I also hope it
will not be built on the site of the present
pollce station.

Another matter causing concern at Bun-
bury at the moment—and it has done for
some months—Iis the proposed construction
of a mallway Une along the north shore.
The area of land between the estuary and
Koombana Bay is commonly known as the
north shore.

There {s a caravan park there at the
present time, apart from which It is the
only sheltered beach we have in Bunbury
where 1t is safe for young children to swim.
It is possibly not suitable for the vacational
swimming classes, but it is a suitable beach
where parents can take their young child-
ren and know that they are reasonably
safe. There are no large waves and par-
ents can be reasonably sure that the child-
ren will come to no harm provided the
usual eye is kept on them.

As I sald in this House when the
Bunbury-East Perth railway Bill was going
through Parllament in 1970, I hope the
Rallways Department will take a good lock
st the matter because of the development
of the new Bunbury Harbour and the sub-
sequent rail communications which will
have to be made,

As I have indicated, this will be neces-
sary because the rallway line will go
through nerth shore and, in my opinion,
and in the bellef of many sections of the
public of Bunbury, It will completaly des-
troy the recreational reserve which Bun-
bury has at present, and which Is very
close to the heart of the city. It is a
matter of less than half a mile from the
commercial centre of Bunbury and close
to the heart of the city.

Mr. Bickerton: Has Bunbury a heart?

Mr. WILLIAMS: Yes, Bunbury has a
tremendous heart—and I might point out
that the Minister for Housing 18 interject-
ing while not in his place and there is a
possibility that he might be pulled into
order. However, Bunbury has a heart and
the recreational reserve in question is not
very far from it.

I would like to see the Rallways Depart-
ment take another lock at this proposal
The Bunbury Town Counecll is very con-
cerned, as are other organisations includ-
ing the Koombana Bay Sailing Club, which
has developed a good clubhouse and facili-
tles for those who like yachting and using
their motorboats.

Should the railway section go through
the area to link up with the present Bun-
bury marshalling yards 1t will have to be
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clevated; the “plug” will have to be opened
up to allow boat traffic to go through
Koombana Bay to the sheltered part of
the estuary. The elevation will have to
run back for several hundred yards into
an “A"”-class reserve which, I believe, will
be destroyed

I might also say that the solution which
eventuates will not overcome the diffi-
culty which has existed for many years,
and I refer to the section of the maln
rallway line from Picton Junction to the
marshalling yards. Traffilc which s
brought in from the north, the south and
the east, travels through Plcton Junction
and into the centre of Bunbury and Is then
taken out of Bunbury again through

Pleton Junction.

The present Government is endeavour-
Ing to get land to establish marshalling
yards at Plcton Junction. Should this be
done and should the line be connected
across the north shore with the Bunbury
marshalling yards I can see that we will
never get rid of the main line between
Pleton and Bunbury because it will be-
come one circult from Picton to the
port and from the port to the old mar-
shalling yards back to Pleton Junection.
This will mean Bunbury will have the
problem of a rallway line going through
the centre of the town, and this In turn
will mean conslderable expense to the local
authorities in their planning. This land
can well be used for besutification pur-
poses and roads shouid this main line be
discontinted,

I know it will be many years before this
can he done, and I hope the Rallways De-
partment will have an eye to the future
and not continue with the idea of running
the raflway line from the north shore to
the present Bunbury marshalling yards;
hecause I think every town must seek to
preserve its recreational areas, particularly
those which are close to the centre of the
town. I am sure there is no town which
has too much in the way of recreational
areas at the moment.

I was absent from the House last Thurs-
day, but I notice from reading Hansard
that the member for Northam passed a
few remarks about something I had sald
in the House last year in connection with
unions and their proposed objectives and
the achievements of the trade union move-
ment In Western Australia. I would like
to correct the member for Northam in this
connection. We all make mistakes and
1t is possible that he might not have read
my speech or, if he did, that he did not
remember it correctly. At page 89 of
Hansard No. 1 the member for Northam
sald on Thursday, the 10th March, 1972—

The member for Bunbury gave a
discourse on one of his constituents
who would not join a union, and as
8 consequence was intimidated by his
workmates and other people with
whom he was assoclated.
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That is not correct. The discourse I gave
concerned a person who had been intf-
midated by his workmates. He was a
member of the union and he was black~
balled on the spot. I would llke to
straighten cut the honourable member on
that point.

1 know that several members made men-
tion of unemployment, and I think the
member for Mt. Hawthorn was among those
who made reference to it and sald that
it could not be much of a problem be-
cause not many members of the Opposi-
tion had made & song and dance ahout
it. I might point out to the member for
Mt. Hawthorn that this session has only
just begun and there will be plenty of
time for that sort of thing. If the hon-
ourable member does not believe there is
a great amount of unemployment in West-
ern Australia at the present time he
obviously has not read his papers, nor
has he kept close to the people who are
looking for employment.

The member for East Melville asked
some questions of the Minister for Labour
on Tuesday, the 21st March, concerning
unemployment flgures for the month of
March for each of the years from 1959 to
1971, The Minister gave the figures from
March, 1959, which was the last year of
the previous Labor Government we had
in this State. We see that in March, 1959,
the unemployment figure was 2.4 per cent.
It then fell considerably to the lowest In
Australia, I believe—or certainly one of the
Jowest. It went down to 1.8 per cent. In
1967 it was 1.1 per cent, and in 1968 it
was 1 per cent. It stayved at about that
figure until 1970, and In 1971 the percent-
age of unemployment climbed to 1.46 per
cent. On page 1 of The West Ausiralian
of the 14th March, 1972, however, we are
informed that Western Australia has the
highest ratio of unemployment in the whole
of Australia; running at a figure of 2.94
per cent.

Mr. Blaikie: Do you think it is because
of the Government’s progressive policy?

Mr. WILLIAMS: It could be. I will have
more to say about that later.

Mr. Taylor: Would you like to guess for
how many of the 12 years under the pre-
vious Government the Western Australian
average of unemployment was higher than
the Australian average?

Mr. WILLTAMS: I have not checked it
out, but I venture to say it probably was
not the lowest.

Mr. Taylor: For seven of the 12 years
it was the highest in Australia.

Sir David Brand: Definitely not.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I will check the Min-
ister’s figures and I will have more to say
about this later.

Mr. Taylor: If you like to put a ques-
tion on the notice paper I will supply the
ANSWErs.
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Mr. Bertram: You acknowledge that the
unemployment {s the work of the previous
Government?

Mr., WILLIAMS: I will address you, Mr.
Speaker, as the other members should not
be interjecting. It seems to be the attitude
of the present Government to blame the
Commonwealth.

Mr. Taylor; Everyhody else did.

Mr. Hutchinson: You didn't say that
when you were on this side.

Mr, WILLIAMS: The Government of
ttlllis‘tStlalll;e blames the Commonwealth for
all its tlls.

Mr. Bertram: Not at all.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Governments of
the other States are prepared to accept
some of the blame for their unemployment.
However, Western Australia has the highest
unemployment rate—nearly 3 per cent.—
and the Government of the State will not
accept any of the responsibility.

From time to time we have heard the
present Minister for Development and De-
centralisation speak about the wonderful
things which will occur in this State. At
present we see nothing but a rise in the
unemployment rate.

In recent days questions have been asked
in this House as to how much money the
Commonwealth is making available for un-
employment, relief in Western Australla.
No mention has been made of how much
the State Government is willlng to con-
tribute towards unemployment relief. The
Commonwealth has footed the bill.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Commonwealth
granted funds from State loan funds. In
fact, this is State money.

Mr. WILLIAMS: This was to help relieve
unemployment.

Mr. T. D. Evans: But it was State money.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Commonwealth
should be given the kudos for helping the
States out, even though some of the prob-
lems may have been created by the Com-
monwealth Government., I believe much
of the present problem was created by our
State Government,

I would iike to refer to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation who
seems to have developed a particular style
when referring to different projects. In
The West Australian of Saturday, the 18th
March, appeared the Minister’'s statement
about the underground railway. He said
he would not give any more deteils as a
result of Press interrogation or gquestipns
in Parliament. This is not the first time
the Minister has made comments of that
nature,

Mr. T. D, Evans: He would not have done
that without precedent.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Probably not, but at
least our Ministers did not blow thelr tops
before the time was ripe. Our Ministers
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would usually pass on the information un-
less perhaps it would affect the finalisation
of an agreement.

In the Collie Mail of Thursday, the 28th
October, 1971, appears a report of the visit
to Collie by the Minijster for Development
and Decentralisation and the Minister for
Mines.

Mr. Jones: They could not have visited
a hicer place.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation made a
very profound statement. He said that an
industry of some magnitude was likely to
come to Collie. He added that he hoped
to receive advice from the venturers within
three months. That was five months ago
but as yet we have not heard anything. I
imagine we would have been told of any
developments. ‘The Minister said—

This project will have features of
direct and national benefit to Collie.

We haope this industry might come to Collie
one of these days. The member for Collie
is well aware of the problems in this area
and I am sure the project would be of vital
interest to him. The Minister goes on to
say—

It would be wrong of me to state
anything further, and this I refuse to
do ...

This is a similar statement to the Minister's
remarks in last Saturday's issue of The
West Australian.

On an earlier occasion the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation visited
Albany and made a great song and dance
about the possibilities of a $1,000,000,000
jron and steel complex. The Minister's
comments were reported on this occasion
in The Albany Advertiser of Monday, the
gth August, 1971.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You must admit he is
a mobile Minister.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Yes, but he is a very
windy Minister, too. After making a great
song and dance about the steel industry
in Albany, he subseguently made another
statement to the Press.

On Wednesday, the 11th August, 1971,
1 asked the Minister for Development and
Decentralisation about a statement in the
South Western Times, Bunbury. The ques-
tion is as follows:—

In g statement to the South Western
Times, Bunbury on Tuesday, 10th
August, 1971, on steelworks for West-
ern Australia, is he correctly reported
as saying: “That the company could
not afford to be sentimental or sym-
pathstic towards any particular area

. will be a matter of hard cold
economics”?
Before he went to Albany the Minister
knew it would be a matter of hard cold
economics. However, he had to put on a
show and glve the people of Albany—and
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indeed those in other country centres—
the Impression that this industry could
go to a country cenfre. I am nol saying
this is not so, but the hard cold economic
fact would be that there is no place lke
the metropolitan ares.

I do not know whether the Minister re-
alises, but many people in numerous coun-
try towns went {o a great deal of trouble
to research information in an attempt to
gain this particular industry. I also asked
the Minister if he would consider repre-
sentations from other country towns. The
Minister replied that 1if other country
towns presented a case to him, he would
pass it on to the company.

I do not know whether the Minister re-
ceived any representations, but I know for
a fact that quite a number of people in
many towns spent considerable time and
maney researching the possibility of gailn-
ing this particular industry. These people
would have found their work all to no
aviil because the whole project will be
based on cold hard economic facts. ‘The
Minister has led them up the garden path.
Whichever party s in power, Ministers
should not make unfounded statements of
this type to the public.

The Minister will find that he can cry
wolf once too often., People will greet his
ideas enthusiastically at first, but when
no results are forthcoming they will refuse
to do the work to assist the Government.
They will not atiempt to put a case for
their particular town.

Mr. Reid: Forty men In the Albany dis-
trict and 40 men in the Bunbury district
have applied for unemployment benefits.

Mr. WILLIAMS: This may be so.

Mr. Graham: What Is the member for
Bunbury complalning about?

Mr, WILLIAMS: I am complaining
about the Minister visiting country towns
and suggesting that Industry may be es-
tablished there.

Mr. Graham: That is a fact.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Minister s just
talking breeze,

Mr. Graham: The member for Bunbury
does not know what he is talking about.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Minister goes
around the country making a great song
and dance.

Mr. Graham: It would be an historical
fact If you tried to do some thinking.

Mr. Court: Oh! That man in the glass
house!

Mr., WILLIAMS: T would be very happy
to see these industries established, for the
Minister’s sake, because he has made such
a fool of himself around the countryside.
The people will not believe a word he says.

Mr, Graham: Tommy rot! You are not
Western Australian.
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Mr. WILLIAMS: I am Western Austra-
lian rlght to the bone—far more than the
Minister.

Mr. Graham: Of course you are not;
you are a Liberal and nothing else.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WILLIAMS: There is hardly a grain
of truth in the Minister's statements, The
Minister is grabbing at straws.

Mr. Graham: You will be disappointed.

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation would do
better if he trled to be himself rather
than emulate the previous Minister for
Development and Decentralisation.

Mr. Graham: God save me from that!

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation will never
be as good, as sharp, or as able as Mr.
Charles Court.

Mr. Graham: Look who is talking! What
an authority!

Mr. WILLIAMS: The Minister would be
better off being himself than attempting
to show off and be a better fellow than
Mr. Charles Court. I suggest the Minis-
ter takes this advice.

Mr. Graham: Advice from you?

Mr. WILLIAMS: Yes, it is strange, is
it not?

Mr. Graham: It would be strange!

Mr. WILLIAMS: It would be strange
for the mishty Acting Premler to take

advice from a back-bencher of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr. Graham: Not so-and-so likely!

Mr. WILLIAMS: In the interests of the
State, I hope the Minlster for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation will take my
advice. Otherwise, he may find his
chickens come home to roost!

After that little outburst, Mr Speaker—

Mr. Graham: That is a polite descrip-
tlon of your remarks.

WILLIAMS: I thought it was a good
descriptlon too. I thank the Minister,

I tmagine the member for Collie is a
little perturbed by some of the statements
being made by the Government,

Mr. Jones: I do not think he is per-
turbed.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I think the honourable
member should be perturbed.

Mr. Jones: We will wait until the mem-
ber tor Collle has his say.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I have no doubt the
member for Collie will have a few words
to say to this motion. I usually enjoy
his speeches as I hope he enjoys mine. We
appreciate a chance to have a shot at
each other.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bince we last met, Mr. Speaker, a deci-
slon has been handed down by the com-
missioners concerning an electoral redis-
tribution. Perhaps two members of the
House were sorTy to see this declsion. The
electorates of Blackwood and Avon will
virtually disappear, The member {for
Blackwood has other pursuits he intends
to follow. We wish him well. I believe
he has gained a great deal of respect In
this House,

I should imagine the member for Collie
1s not very happy about the redistribution
because his electorate will now contain
part of the Blackwood electorate.

Mr. Jones: Could you tell us why he is
leaving the ship?

Mr. WILLIAMS: The member for
Blackwood is not leaving the ship; he is
being thrown out of it by the commis-
sloners, or it looks that way.

During the election campaign, and for
some time previous, members of the
present Government made promises fo
extend the coal contracts.

Mr. Jones; That is news to me.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I beg your pardon! The
member for Collie stood up many times
attempting to persuade our Government
to extend the Collie contracts.

Mr, Jones: Are you saylng the present
Government?

Mr, WILLIAMS: As I remember it was
one of the Labor Party’s platforms in the
election that the Government, if elected,
would extend the Cellle contracts.

Sir David Brand: Can Hansard see the
member for Collie shaking his head?

Mr, WILLIAMS: In the Collie Mail last
Thursday were reported the details of a
letter written by the Minister for Elec-
tricity to the South West Regional Couneil
of W.A. This letter was dated the 17th
January, 1971,

The Minister's letter was a reply to one
from the couneil asking the Government's
Intentions about the extension of the coal
contracts, I{ i3 unfortunate that the Min-
ister for Mines Is away at the present time.
However, other Ministers can make com-
ments. They are probably aware of the

details. No doubt the member for Collie
s, too.
Mr. Jones: In falrness to Parllament

would you also refer to the front page.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I will refer to the letter
and the member for Collie may refer to
the front page. If he does his work I will
do mine,

On page 2 of this letter the Minister
for Mines sald—

The fuel market Is extremely flexible
and is subject to continuing changes,
and unless it is desired to give & privi-
lege to an Industry or a section of
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the community, it would be most un-
wise to commit the Commission to a
fuel policy beyond the current three-
year contractual perlod.
Te my way of thinking that 1s as good
as saying, “We are not going to extend
the contract beyond three years.” How-
ever, when I asked the Minister for Mines
a few days ago about the extension of
the Collie contracts he replied that the
matter was still under consideration. This
may be so0, but I have a suspiclon he has
forgotien he ever signed the letter I have
Just read. Of course, somebody else may
have written it and he signed it.

I know for a fact this uncertainty about
the extension 1s causing a great deal of
concern in Collle, This does not do the
member for Collle any good. It was re-
ported in the Daily News of the 3rd Sep-
tember, 1971, that some rallwaymen had
asked the member for Collie to reslgn from
the Labor Party and stand as an independ-
ent candidate.

X imagine now that some of the miners
might ask him to resign and stand as an
independent candidate, because I think he
may have a better chance of being elected
that way than he would as an endorsed
candidate for his present party.

Mr. Jones: Is this jokes time?

Mr. WILLIAMS: However, that is up to
the member for Collle. He will make his
own decision in due time, but no doubt
he will be pushed by many people. In an
area such as the one he represents, which
accused the previous Government of doing
nothing despite the fact that it was re-
sponsible for establishing a power station
in the disirict which used a great deal of
coal and kept many miners in employ-
ment, the present Government will have
to run fairly hard to catch up with the
development and progress that took place
in Collle under the previcus Government.
During the next few years the present
Government could be in trouble in Collie,
in the Ught of the changes that have been
made in that electorate. That 1s about all
I have to say at the moment. Other mat-
ters that require attention I will raise
during the appropriate debate In this
Chamber at a later stage In the sesslon.

MR. STEPHENS (Stirlilng} (3.02 pm.]:
I apologise for my tardiness in rising, Mr.
Speaker, but after this side of the House
had provided one or two speakers I
thought I might have to wait my turn to
speak after a member on the Government
side of the House had spoken.

Mr. Harman: We are all satisfled.
Mr. Huichinson: ¥You are easily satisfled.

Mr. STEPHENS: I was aboui to make
the same comment. Most members have
had a few words to say on your decision,
Mr. Speaker, about the wearing of coats
in the House, I do not wish to challenge
Your declslon in any way, but I reiterate
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the point made by other speakers: namely,
that if we wore light-weight woollen coats
the problem could be solved to g great ex-
tent. I think our discomfort could be
further relieved if we also wore machine-
washable woollen shirts, After all, if we
were fully clothed In woollen garments, I
think we could learn a lesson from the
Arabs. I have been told that in the sum-
mertime the Arabs wear all woollen cloth-
Ing to keep cool and so perhaps we could
take a lesson from them, and that would
be to our advantage.

I have been asked whether I wear a
woollen shirt. I am pleased to be able to
say that I wear a machine-washable wool-
L@n shirt, a woollen suit, and s woollen
ie,

I now wish to speak about decentralisa-
tlon. This subject seems to be popular in
the Address-in-Reply debate and before
the tea suspension the member for Black-
wood made some Interesting points and
cited some speclfic examples of certain
bolicies that reacted to the disadvantage of
the rural community. I now wish to deal
with the subject In a more general way,

I consider that in a country such as Aus-
tralla, which is the most urbanised in the
world because we have 70 per cent. of our
population crowded into 31 eities which
occupy an area of less than 1 per cent. of
the totsl, decentralisation 1s a most im-
portant subject.

Melbourne and Sydney, the largest cit-
les in the Commonwealth, are suffering
from the problems of dust, pollution, nolse,
and traffic congestion. I therefore belleve
that decentralisation is one of the great-
est economiec problems faecing Australia
today. It is interesting to note that in
1968-69 even in the United Kingdom,
which does not have the same problem of
decentralisation that we have, an amount
representing 1.5 per cent. of the Budget
was spent on reglonal development polie-
fes. This percentage is considerably more
than what has been spent in Australla or
in any Australian State,

Unfortunately, in Australla there has
been too much talk on decentralisation
without any action belng taken, The only
possible exceptlon is New South Wales,
where the Department of Decentralisation
hes spent over $20,000,000 in recent years
endeavouring to bring about a solution, I
had hoped that, In view of the emphasis
placed on decentralisation by the present
Government during the election campaign,
on its assuming office great emphasls
would be placed on a genuine decentralisa-
tlon policy. Admittedly, the Government
changed the name of the Department of
Industrial Development to the Department
of Development and Decentralisation, but
unfortunately the change in name does
not necessarily mean a change in policy or
a change in emphasis on the implementa-
tion of that policy.
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Mr. Graham: Did you hear of wool be-
ing transported to the Port of Albany at
half the usual freight charges?

Mr. STEPHENS: I heard of a discussion
between the Acting Premier and the mem-
ber for Bunbury g little earlier in the
evening.

Mr. Graham: I suppose reducing
freights by one-half is doing nothing to
help the country peoplel

Mr. STEPHENS: The point I was about
to make before I was talked down was
that in the Budget for 1971-72 there was an
estimate of $1,045,000 for the Department
of Development, and Decentralisation. This
compares unfavourably with the amount
that was actually spent in the previous
year by the previpus Government; that is,
$1,240,000. In effect, that is the expendi-
ture estimated for the current yesr under
the regime of the present Government
which claims to emphasise decentralisation
in its policy, but, in fact, it has allocated
$200,000 less to the Department of De-
centralisation than was spent by the pre-
vious Government. I know that the pre-
sent Government outlined an incentive
plan for industry to decentralise, but I will
return to that later.

It is easy to understand why industry
has found sites for industry in the city
more attractive., This is because of the
proximity to markets, sources of tech-
nology, and labour. A large cily popula-
tion with extensive technical and tertiary
education facilities means a ready-made
source of skilled labour and professional
assistance. It is usually argued that it
is economically undesirable to interfere
with the decisions made by industry in re-
spect of location. Industry should be free
to establish itself in the optimum loeation
even if this leads to heavy concentration
of Industry in one area. Such a laisssz-
jaire policy is assumed to lead to a mini-
mum of private costs and maximum
efficiency for the benefit of the economy
as a whole,

However, although private sector costs
and returns may be maximised, public sec-
tor costs may result in costs to sociely
being rather excessive. I know only limited
research has been carried on in Australla
on the economics of centralisation, but
what has been done points unmistakably
to disproportionately increased costs where
the city growth has been excessive. The
New South Wales Department of Decen-
tralisation searched the world in a vain
attempt to find conclusive evidence of the
cost of city growth and centralisation,
Pinally, it was forced to commission Dr,
Neutze of the Australian National Uni-
versity to undertake some researeh on this
subject.

In his rerort Dr. Ncutze pointed out that
the cost of traffle congestion, involving
property acquisition, new road and bridge
construction, traffic delays, restricted and
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costly movement of goods and people, were
major factors in increasing city service
costs. To this, of course, we must add
the problems that affect the quality of life
in an overcrowded city, such as noise,
¢rime and its detection, recreation, and
sociological problems caused by an over-
crowded environment.

Dr. Neutze, in his study, showed that
basic service costs run in & U-shabed
curve—that is, they are very high for a
small community, reach a minimum in a
medium-sized eity, and increase when the
¢ity grows beyond the optimum size. I
realise there could be some argument over
what constitutes a city of optimum size.
Dr. Ncutze wag inclined to the view that
optimum size for economic service of
Government is reached in a city with a
population of 150,000 to 200,000 people.
Other researchers have differed from this
view, and have put the optimum fizure on
a somewhat higher level. Taking the
higher flgures of 300,000 to 500,000 as be-
ing the optimum population, a city that
ssi:':et could offer no saving in Government
costs.

It is interesting to note that Perth has
already passed the figure of 500,000 and
even if an active policy were implemented
now to curb the continued growth there
would be a tendency for the city to con-
tinue to grow even a{ a somewhat slower
rate, Perth has not yet reached the size
of Sydney, but so that we may see what
the cost to the community could be as a
result of unchecked city growth, it is inter-
esting to consider some of the conclusions
of Dr. Neutze as a result of his studles.

He found that a 10 per cent. increase in
traffic growth in Sydney would cost
$17,800,000 a year. Expressing this in an-
other way, the cost, as a result of traffie
congestion by the addition of each new
resident in Sydney, was $65 a year, whereas
in Wollongong the cost would be $4 a
vear and 20c a year in Wagga. So we can
see what traffic congestion costs in a city
that is becoming too large. Dr. Neutze
went on to say that if the avoidance of
traffic congestion in a city that is becoming
too large were the only advantage of de-
centralisation, there would be & cost saving
to the cormmunity of about $300 a year for
every worker who was decentralised,
assuming that the worker would be fol-
lowed by another worker to provide the
local services that would be required.

From these few examples it can clearly
be seen that there is a definite cost to the
community with the continued and ex-
cessive growth of cities. If we are to suc-
ceed with an effective policy of decentral-
isation, we must divert Industry and
commerce into areas away from the metro-
politan area. In the long run the cost to
the community would be lower than
meeting the excessive ¢osts brought about
by the continuance of the urban sprawl,
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According to Mr. Kan, in his paper on
British Regional Policy and Some Impli-
cations for Australie, there is evidence
from Britain and other European countries
indicating that the more severe regional
economic differences become the more dif-
ficult it is to effect policy measures to re-
duce this imbalance, Also, the transfer of
existing facilities is relatively rare and is
uguail;ly extremely difficult to put into
effect.

Learning from the European experiernce,
the sooner positive action is taken, the
more chance we have of successfully im-
plementing an effective policy of decentral-
isation. Returning to the changes in the
decentralisation policy to give greater
encouragement to establish industries in
country areas outlined by the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation, it will
be seen—and of course it is quite clear that
these ideas are not to be implemented im-
mediately, but phased in over a period of
time—that an analysis of these ideas will
indicate that the emphasis is on the re-
duction of capital costs and not operating
costs.

I admit some inducement for industry
exists in this plan, but the experience so
far in Australia and overseas indicates
that largely this approach to the problem
—that is, the offering of inducements for
the relief of capital expenditure—has
failed. What is needed really is a policy
which will reduce the operating costs so
that decentralised industry when com-
pared with its metropolitan counterpart
will not be disadvantaged.

I think it is safe to say that, outside
wages and raw materials, the two most
costly items would be fuel and freight.
All political parties accept the policy
of a flat rate for electricity charges.
Why cannot we adopt a flat freight rate?
Although the transport system serves the
State as a whole, it can be argued reason-
ably that the cost of the system is borne
largely by those outside the metropolitan
area. If they send anything into the city
their returns are metropolitan prices less
freight, and if they buy anything from the
city the charge to them is the city price
plus freight. Under this system it is
reasonahle to conclude that those living
outside the metropolitan area bear the
largest part of the cost of our transport
system,

We should institute a policy which would
enable the whole community to pay all the
costs. Such a system could bhe called a
co-ordinating freight equalisation scheme,
Under such a scheme goods ai the source
of manufacture in the State would be
levied and also those entering the State.
This money would be placed into a fund
from which would be paid all the freight
costs throughout the State. In this way
manufaeturers in rurel areas would not be
disadvantaged by freight costs and a
genuine reduction in the operating costs of
industry waould be effected.
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I realise that a few problems would be
encountered under such a scheme, but
perhaps the Government would be pre-
pared to finance a university graduate
doing a Ph.D. course to study them., As
I have said, my suggested system would
place the manufacturers throughout the
State on an equal footing, at least in re-
}ation to their raw materials and market-
ng.

‘This is only one measure which could be
implemented, but further incentives must
be offered to encourage decentralisation
of industry, The State Government now
has control over the payroll tax and this
could be used to impose a relatively light
tax on those in the country areas and a
piri';oportionately heavier one on those in the
city.

While on the question of costs, although
I realise this subject does not come within
the province of this Parliament, I must
say I consider some move should be made
towards implementing flat-rate telephone
charges. At first glance such a suggestion
might seem rather ridiculous, but let us
remember that a flat-rate postage charge
applies throughout Australia. It does not
matter whether a letter is sent from Perth
to one of its suburbs or from Perth to a
place at the top of Queensland, the charge
is still 7c. Some research could be under-
taken in order to institute a similar flat
rate for telephone charges; because once
again such a system would assist busines-
ses and industries outside the metropolitan
area. We would all then pay the same
for our telephone calls.

Mr. Davies: Beyond s certain distance
a standard rate is charged. For instance,
the charge is the same for a call from here
to Brisbane as it is from here to Adelaide.

Mr. STEPHENS: I believe that is cor-
rect, but the cost of a call from Albany
to Perth is not the same as the cost of a
call from Perth to a place much closer:
whereas the cost of postage is the same
for a letter sent from Perth to Brisbane
as it is for a letter sent from Perth to

Fremantle. This is the comparison I am
making.

While on the subject of decentralisatien
I would like to make brief reference to the
plight of country businesses. I know that,
to a large extent, their fate has been tied
up with the cash flow in the rural com-
munity, and I am pleased an improvement
has occurred in this fleld with a corres-
ponding improvement in the positlon of
country businesses. However, I consider
the State could help all country businesses
by abalishing sliding or bulk discounts.
If this were done, it would not matter
whether s business bought one article or
a large quantity of that article, the price
for each one would he the same.

In effect, this is a form of wholesale
price maintenance. I know that to many
the expression ''retail price maintenance”
is a dirty one and it is only right it should
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have been removed from the Australian
scene; but as & result the problems of the
small businesses have been aggravated.

Under the retail price malntenance
scheme the businessman at least had a
margin on which to work, Admittedly the
big retailer or store had a bigger discount
and a consequent greater margin; but at
least the small man did have a margin.
However, with the abolition of retail price
maintenance the small businessman quite
frequently has to pay a price almost equal
to the price for which he can buy the same
article from a big shop or retaller. I be-
lieve we should abolish the sliding dis-
count system because the benefit to the
country businesses would be quite sub-
stantial.

Most of the businessmen in the country
areas are disadvantaged geographically
because of the population distribution. In
most instances it is impossible to compete
with the big purchaser in the city or large
country towns; and this is why I believe
we must consider the scheme I have des-
cribed. Of course, many people would
argue that if an article is purchased in
large numbers, a consequent saving s
passed on by the supplier, I question
whether this is always the case.

To give an example, I know one com-
pany which employs many salesmen on the
road. About 12 months ago the sales-
men were advised in a circular to buy one
patticular brand of fuel from service
stations throughout the State. They were
to obtain dockets and forward them to the
head office in Perth which would then
send them to S8ydney. The firm would get
s rebate of 6c a gallon on all purchases.
These are individual sales of peirol, and
not bulk purchases. It can be argued that
if the petrol company can give a discount
of 6¢c a gallon to certain buyers the price
of 1its product to the whole community
should be reduced. The point I am mak-
ing is that these were not bulk sales, yet
a discount was given.

Another case concerned a wholesaler In
Albany who received various percenteges
of discounts depending on the number of
packages he bought, and these discounts
ranged up to & maximum of 30 per cent.
on 500 articles. It did not matter how
many multiples of 500 he purchased; he
only got the maximum reduction of 30
per cent.

The traveller came around to see this
wholesaler and advised him that owing to
increased costs his firm would have to
rediuce the margin of discount. In the
conversation the traveller was asked what
would be the position of the chain stores,
and the wholesaler was informed that there
would be no difference in the discounts
given to those stores.

Prom the two examples I have given, I
suggest it is possible for the big chain
stores, through their volume purchases, to
twist the arms of the national suppliers
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of goods to obtain discounts. To maintain
their margin of profit the nsational sup-
Pliers are forced to increase the price to
the small retailers who have no bargaining
power. This could be used as an argument
for the Introduction of legislation to abolish
sliding or bulk discounts.

With the introduction of frelght equali-
sation and a wholesale price maintenance
scheme along the lines I have mentioned,
I feel that the small business established
in the country would be saved and we
would retain genuine competition, instead
of finding that the State is dominated by
one or two retail outlets,

Passing on from the question of decen-
tralisation, I now want to meke a few
comments {n regard to agriculture. I am
happy to agree with the member for
Northam that the rural situation hasg im-
proved considerably. He went to some
length to recount the achievements of the
Minister for Agriculture, and I have no
argument with what he said, except I think
it was agreed by the honourable member
that quite a lot of this legislation was a
continuation of the work initiated by the
previous Government. However, I do give
the present Minister for Agriculture
credit for continuing with that work.

In my vilew the improved agricultural
position Is due largely to two factors,
neither of which is controlled by this Par-
llament or this State. The frst 1s
the improved weather pattern which
the majority of farmers enjoyed last year.
I say the majorlty of farmers, because
I see the member for Avon looking at me!
The second was the stand taken by the
Minlster for Primary Industry (Mr.
Anthony) over deflciency payments and
the continued operation of the Wool Com-
mission in acquiring wool, so that the
returns to the woolgrowers have risen, if
not to the level they desire, at least to a
mote or less payable level. These two
points are the princlpal factors in the
present improved agricultural position.

I note also that we are moving towards
an acquisition scheme for wool. I do not
want to go Into this matter at any length,
because I realise the matter will be brought
forward in the Federal Parllament. How-
ever, I would like to make some comments
on an article which appeared in The
Sunday Times deadng with a statement
made by Mr, Ernest Lee Steere headed
“Top brains for wool authority.” The
following appeared in that article:—

Mr. Lee-Steere said he did not think
the new authority would mean the
end of the auction system.

To most farmers in this State that is
rather frightening. I questtion whether
there is much point in having the top
brains in the wool authority if it has to
continue operating under an archalc sys-
tem. It is like saying we should have the
top brains running the transport system,
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but 1t is to be restricted to a horse and
buggy situation. That is the only comment
I want to make in that regard.

I now want to make a comment on the
Lamb Marketing Board, At the outset I
make it quite clear that I am in no way
reflecting on the man who is a member of
the Farmers’ Union and the Pastoralists
and Grazlers Association and who has been
appointed to the Lamb Marketing Board.
I indicated In a debate last year that 1
was a little sorry the growers did not have
majority representation on the board. We
finished up having two growers' rep-
resentatlives,

What I am not very happy about is that
a person who Is & member of the Pastoral-
ists and Graziers Assoclation has been
appointed to the Lamb Marketing Board.
I am opposed to this in principle because
the P.G.A. has been, and I understand it
is still, opposed to the Lamb Marketing
Board and its functions.

This particular plece of legislation will
break new ground in Australia. It is being
watched virtually by all the States, and it
is imperative that this legislation gets off
the ground and proves to be a success. In
view of the opposition of the P.G.A. I find
it hard to understand why the Minister
would appoint a man who is & member of
that organisation. The bpastoralists and
graziers are quite entitled to their views,
and we cannot challenge that; but what
I do challenge is the fact that they, more
or less, have stooped to distortion of the
facts in their opposition to the lamb mar-
keting scheme, This is the reason I am
so much opposed to the appointment of a
member of the Pastoralists and Graziers
Association to the board.

I refer to one or two points that were
set out in a letter which was circulated by
the P.G.A. to lamb producers on the eve
ef the referendum on the statutory market-
ing authority. The following appeared in
that letter:—

The administration costs can only
be obtained by increasing the price to
the consumer or lowering the return
to the producer.

Of course, this completely ignores the fact
that it may be possible to restrict the ex-
cessive profits that have been made by
some processors. I think the fact that
the profits are excessive can be borne out
not only by my statement bui also by a
report on the mutton and lamb industry
in Western Australia in 1969. In that re-
port the following appears:—

Not all of the lower prices paid to
farmers has been passed on to con-
sumers, but increased costs of treat-
ment, marketing and distribution
account for some of the difference.

That indicates excessive profits have been
made.

a1

I refer agaln to the circular which was
sent out by the Pastoralists and Graziera
Assoclation on the eve of the referendum
in which the following appears:—

On top of this, the entire proposal
has had such poor circulation and
publicity (the formal announcement of
the referendum was merely made in
the public notices section of The West
Australian) that all lamb producers
have not been made aware just what
is happening.

I find it difficult to understand this. Many
reports appeared in the newspapers prior
to the referendum, and one very substan-
tial letter by & Mr. Raymond Rigg of
Peppermint Grove appeared In The West
Australian; that was in 1970. This gentle-
man was completely opposed to the
authority being established.

His reasons were many, but one which he
did not state may have been that he
was also a member of & company which
makes substantial profits—in the vicinity
of 45 per cent. on its capital, The letter
stated further as follows:—

The PGA has been told that brokers
would not be prepared to finance most
growers on the same lamb commission
hasis If an authority is established.

That may be a periectly true statement; I
have no means to challenge it. However,
I challenge the implication by the brokers
which is, in fact, blackmail: That the
growers may not get the same considera-
tion, ‘That is the point,

Further in the letter it is stated, *“The
proposal is Government sponsored . . ."
Of coursz, that is completely wrong; {t
was not Government sponsored. It was
sponsored by the meat sectlon of the
Farmers’ Union. Regarding the clalm that
not enough research had been carried out,
I have with me a 28-page report on a sub-
mission by the Meat Marketing Commit-
tee of the Farmers' Union of W.A, on 8
statutory marketing authority for lamb. It
)s dated, March, 1969, and the report was
made by the Rural Economics and Market-
ing Section of the Department of Agricul-
ture, Western Australia, I would say that
is an authorative body.

As a result of that report the Farmers
Union carried out more research and re-
submitted its proposals to the then Min-
ister for Agriculture, the present member
for Katanning, He took the proposal to
Cabinet and Cabinet decided to appoing
a three-man sub-committee to Investigate
the submission. That sub-committee re-
ported to Cabinet in August, 1970, and a
referendum was heid in that year,

I find it hard to agree with the state-
ment that the proposal was Government
sponsored, and sufficient research had not
ueen carried out. Again, that is misleading,
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The next point made in the letter reads

as follows:—
PGA believes that an authority should
be established, as was recommended
by Messrs. Towns and Austen in their
Government sponsored report, to study
the entire meat Industry. This au-
thority, representing the whole indus~
try from grower to retaller, could re-
search the aspects which have ob-
viously been avolded in the case of the
proposed lamb authority.

The facts here are that the Towns and

Austen report was presented in May, 1970,

to the Minister for Agriculture. On page

2, under the heading “Recommendations,”

No. 5 reads as follows:—
The establishment; of a Meat Industry
Authority to determine the need and
capacity of new plants and where such
plants should be built.

That was nurely and simply in regard to

abattoirs, not the meat industry as a whole

as the P.G.A. tried to imply.

Mr, Bickerton: I do not think the hon-
ourable member likes the P.G.A.

Mr. STEPHENS: It is not that I do not
like the association; I like people to keep
to facts. I think the letter is an endeavour
to confuse the farmers of this State and to
e¢ntice them into a proposition. The P.G.A.
sought to distort the facts. I trust that is
the point I have made.

Mr. Bickerton: I still think you do not
like the P.G.A.

Mr. STEPHENS: I think it can he ap-
precliated why 1 object—and I think any
sensible grower in Western Australia would
object—i{o a man who is & member of the
P.G.A. which put out a pamphlet such as
the one I have quoted on the eve of a ref-
erendum for the setting up of a statutory
marketing organisation. We can have no
confldence in a man who represents an or-
ganization such as that. I hope I have
made my protest.

Mr. Bickerton: You still do not like the
P.G.A.

Mr. STEPHENS: The Minister for Hous-
ing said that, I did not. Getting away
from the P.G.A. for & moment, I want to
say & few words on other agricultural
matters and I will refer firstly to abattoirs.
This is a sttuation which I feel has been
charged with a fair amount of emotion, I
will admit that at one time there was an
under-capacity with abattolrs. I think this
was largely brought about by circum-
stances beyond the control of the previous
Government,

Nevertheless, I feel the previous Govern-
ment must accept some little responsibil-
ity for the situation which developed and
which may have been responsible for the
farmers losing some money. I am now
concerned with the present trend to estab-
lish gbattoirs throughout the State be-
cause the reverse situation could happen.
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We could have an over-capacity of abat-
taoirs which could also result in the farmers
losing money. If there is ah over-capacity
of works they will not hbe working

efficlently and the farmers, again, will
have to pay.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. A. R.

Tonkin) : The honourable member has five
more minutes.

Mr. STEPHENS: Thank you, Mr, Acting
Speaker. I will now draw attention to a
report published by the Department of
Agriculture of Western Australia which
gives a break-down of the likely develop-
menis which will occur with sheep, mut-
ton, and cattle during the next five years.
The actual number of cattle killed
throughout the whole of Western Aus-
tralia during 1971—in metropolitan and
agricultural areas—was 377,988. Allow-
ing for the works now under construction,
which will come into operation by the end
of 1972, the potential for cattle is 784,250.
So it will be seen that the potential is in
excess of the actual number Killed.

Referring now to sheep, once agaln from
the survey made by the Department of
Agriculture, the total figure for export and
nonexport for 1971 was 5,442,579. Again
bearing in mind the works under construc-
tion at the present time, which will be in
production before the end of 1972, the
potential was 9,022,000. Here again, there
could be considerable excess capacity by the
end of the year.

I urge the Minister for Agriculture to
glve serious constderation to a recommen-
dation contained in the Towns and Austen
i‘eport which, at page 11. reads as fol-
OWS:—

In our view. there is a real need for
a Meat Industry Authorlty represen-
tative of the interests involved whose
duty and responsibility it would be to
continuously review the need for
slaughfering oapacity and determine
when, and where, and the capacity of,
new plants required.

I feel we have reached the stage where
this should be an urgent consideration.
Further in the report it is stated—

The establishment of a statutory
authority with adequate licensing
powers would of course require legls-
lative mctlon which at the same time
should abolish the position of Con-
troller of Abattoirs, a position which
would become redundant.

I strongly urge the Minjster to give urgent
consideration to the implementation of
that proposal in the report.

I did wish to say a few words on educa-
tion as it applied to my area, but as I have
alrea]dsé taken tgp most of my time I will
conclude on at note. I support th
motion before the Chair, P ¢
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MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [8.45
p.m.]: In rising to speak to the Address-
in-Reply at this point in the session it
15 a pity to have to say that we have en-
tered probably one of the worst sesslons, so
far as Woestern Australla is concerned,
since I have peen in Parlinment. Certalnly
it is one of the worst so far as the people
of Western Australia are concerned he-
cause we now have in Western Australia
the highest unemployment level for many
years, more people leaving the State, and
more insecurity. We have virtually gone
from being a State on the move to what
we might call a “sorry State”., It is
virtually a duplication of the 1953-58 era
when, under a Labor Government, a glum
and gloomy atmosphere prevailed in Wes-
tern Australia. The Government's greatest
achievements then were the same as they
are now; namely, increased unemployment
and loss of confidence. The Government
must do something about this if it intends
to get our State on its feet again.

Mr. Bickerton: When wiil you move the
censure motion?

Mr. O'CONNOR: There Is no sense
in the Government.

Mr. Bickerton: Would it not be better
to do it first?

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister is very
impatient. He has always been a little
Inclined this way but, more so, since he
has become a front-bencher on the back
benches.

Mr. Bickerton: There is nothing wrong
with the back bench. It contains the
cream of the community.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Government has
been Inactive about trylng to create job
apportunities and bolster confidence In
this State. It must do this to get the
State on its feet again. Not only is there
great unemployment but, through loss of
overtime, many people find their take-
home pay iIs much less than it has ever
been,

Mr. Lapham: That is the result of the
Federal Government’s attitude.

Mr. O’'CONNOR: That remark is typical
of the Lahor Party which states the Com-
monwealth is not doing something and,
in the meantime, sits on its backside and
does nothing. It is typical of this Govern-
ment which has done nothing to help re-
lieve the unemployment position in this
State. All that has been done has, in
fact, been done by the Federal Govern-
meqt, as explained earlier on in this
session,

Mr. Bryce: Instead of using waflling
prescriptions why do you not give us some
constructive arguments?

Mr. Court: Did the member for Ascot
hear the speech made by his Premier at
the “Carousel”? I refer to the theme of
his speech which was an appeal to restore
confidence.

233

Mr, O'CONNOR: The member for Ascot
is not game to stand on his feet and glve
us his views. Not one member on the
other side of the House has spoken to the
motion but, instead, they sit and waffle
cen from the back benches.

Mr. Court: A ban has been imposed on
them.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Members on this side
of the House have not heen beaten into
submission; we are allowed to say exactly
what we want to say.

Mr. Bickerton: You have
changed in 12 months.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: I have always been pre-
pared to do this. The Government, as
I have said, has been Inactive in creating
job opportunities and it is high time it
tried to do something about it. Whenever
anything is mentioned the Government
says, '"The Commonwealth has done
nothing.” All the time it tries to blame
the Commonwealth for faults it has itself
created. TUnfortunately a number of
people believe what is sald and actually
think the Commonwealth has done
nothing. I say it is high time the Gov-
ernment of this State commenced to pro-
gramme its work and assist in creating
job opbortunities,

It was obvious in July last year that the
unemployment position In Western Aus-
tralia was becoming acute; at that time
it was worse than in any other State in
Australia,

Mr. Bickerton: I thought that was the
way you wanted it

Mr, O'CONNOR: It is the way the pre-
sent Government has created it.

Mr. Bickerton: Your Government advo-
cated an unemployment pool.

Mr. Huichinson: The Minister will not
find figures like the present ones applicable
to our time in Government,

Mr. O’'CONNOR: In May, 15971, it was
quite obvlous that this position would exist.

Mr. 'T. D. Evans: It was obvious in Jan-
uary, 1870,

Mr. O'CONNOR: The position was quite
good at that time.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Be objective.

Mr. O'CONNOR: On the 21st July, 1871,
I asked the Premier a question which ap-
pears on page 89 of Hansard. 1 asked—

In view of the increased unemploy-
ment in this State, what steps does
he intend to take to correct the pre-
sent umnsatisfactory trend?

Mr. Tonkin—not the member for Mirra-
booka, but the Premier—replied—

The number of persons registered
for unemployment in January, Feb-
ruary, and March this year under the
Government in which the member for

certainly
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Mt. Lawley was a Minister, was the
highest for each of these three months
for the previcus six years.
I interjected, I suppose unfairly,
asked-—

That includes the school children
vou are referring to, does it?

The Premier continued—

Similar circumstances to those then
existing are responsible for the present
situation,

The Government 1s concerned at the
position and has appointed a Cabinet
subcommittee to give special attention
to the situation at Albany.

What a remarkable performance it is to
give consideration to the positlon at Al-
bany; blow the rest of the State! He con-
tinued—

Appropriate steps within the Gov-
ernment's flnancisl capacity will be
taken to increase job opportunities

What had the Government done? Abso-
lutely nothing! At that stage it was con-
cerned with only one smail part of the
State—Albany—because of a kerfuffle at
the time involving the local member—a
Labor member—who was in a small
amount of trouble.

Mr. I. W. Manning: A great deal of
trouble,

Mr. O'CONNCR: This session I asked
the Premier—
(1) What amount of additional
money has been provided by the
State Government this flnancial
vear to assist unemployment in
Western Australla?

(2) How was the money used?
The Acting Premier replied—

(1> and (2) The whole of the
$2,000,000 additional works and
housing loan funds allocation
made available to this State in
February has been directed to
works with a high labour content
that were able to be commenced
at short notice.

I subsequently asked the Acting Premler,
without notice, whether the amount of
$2,990,000, had been provided by the Com-
monwealth and he repiled that 1t had.
The position 1s that the Commonwealth
Government has provided almost $3,000,000
to relieve unemployment in Western Aus-
tralia, but the Government of Western
Australia has done nothing at all to re-
lieve the position.

Mr. Graham: I think the member for
Mi. Lawley should understand that every
dollar of loan money comes from the
Commonwealth, I am referring to every
dollar avallable to the Government.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Acting Premlier
should understand that Western Australia
has the highest percentage of unemploy-

and
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ment of any of the other mainland States
and it 1s high time the Government did
something about it. The Opposition 1s con-
cemed and the Government should be
conegerned.

Mr. Graham: We are spending every
cent of our loan money.

Mr. ¢'CONNOR: This money ¢comes from
the Commonwealth, but your boys are
blaming the Commonwealth.

Mr. Graham: I all comes from the
Commonwealth, and always has.

Mr. O°CONNOR: It does not.

Mr. Graham: Every dollar of loan money
comes from the Commonwealth.

Mr, O'CONNOR: Not every dollar of
money comes from the Commonwesnlth.

Mr, Graham: Yes, other than a few
bodies which have thelr own borrowlng
powers, but these are very limited.

Mr. O'CONNOR: If we had done what
the Government suggested In connection
with road maintenance tax it would be
evern more limited, because those bodies
would be a few milllon dollars worse off,
The people know this.

Mr. Graham: The Opposition stopped
us from giving effect to our electloneering
programme.

Sir David Brand: It is not the decision
of the Loan Council to make money avall-
able to the States under a formula.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The State Government
has done very little, If anything, in this
field. It is time it took action to stop
the unsatisfactory trend and to create job
cpportunities for people so that the posl-
{lon In Western Australia can be reversed
and, at least, brought up to the standard
of the other States of Australia.

Another matter I wish to mention is
the Ritter Report which was issued in
the televistion and recreation room today.
I hasten to say to the Deputy Premier
that we appreciate any report which is
issued and explained to us as members of
Parliament. However, the report and ex-
planation today was the most farcical I
have heard since 1 have been a member
of Parllament. Members of Parllament
went to the room expeeting to hear
presented detalls of the report. When we
arrived the booklet I have in my hand was
issued to us. I understand it took approxi-
mately eight months to compile. To begin
with, the Acting Premier got up and ex-
plained, in a seml-political way, a few
views. That s fair enough. Then the
author of this document, Mr. Ritter, got
up and spoke for 28 minutes without men-
tioning anything about the report or ex-
plaining any detalls. Certalnly I was
present to hear such an explanation. Mr.
Ritter went to sit down but, after the
Actlng Premier had a few words with him,
he continued to speak for five minutes and
made 8 few brief comments in connection
with the report.
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Three or four other gentlemen gave
some further explanation and, obviously,
they were trying to support the report
about which members knew very little be-
cause the contents had not been ex-
plained to us. I think the Acting Premlier
himself must have been embarrassed about
this. When anyone presents a report he
should be prepared to explain it if he has
something worth while to tell.

Mr. Hartrey: Mr. Ritter took 1t for
granted that the member for Mt. Lawley
couid read.

Mr. Willlams: One would need to be &
quick reader.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I thought the member
for Boulder-Dundas had more sense than
that. The report was on the table at 2,00
pm. and the proceedings started at 2.01
p.m. It i3 hardly possible to read a report
in one minute.

Mr. Hartrey: I read it while he was
speaking,

Mr, O'CONNOR: Then the member for
Boulder-Dundas was lucky, because most
of the others went to sleep. I do criticise
this aspect guite strongly although I am
not criticising the issulng of the report. It
iIs good for reports to he i1ssuved but they
shenld be explained to members and we
should not be left to guess the detalls.
From my point of view the presentation
was a farce.

Mr, Burke: The member for Mt. Lawley
E; trlnoi; 9crltlclslng the report but its presen-
on?

Mr. O'CONNOR.: I will have something
further to say on the report.

Mr. Burke: Has the honourable member
read the ieport?

Mr, O'CONNOR: As much as I have had
time to read.

Mr. Burke: You recelved it at 4.15 p.m.
and you have now read the report?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I have read as much
a5 I could In the time that has been
available to me. I am not Hke the member
for Perth. I have other things to do than
sit and read reporis.

It appeared that ne explanation of the
report could be glven and that those pre-
sent were trying to justify something they
were not prepared to explaln to us. I
thought that was very bad. At this point
ot time I am not criticising the report. I
am criticising the explanation that was
given to us because it was the worst ex-
planation I have heard since I have been
in Parliament.

I would like to make a few points about
the last page of the report. The 12 recom-
mendations on the last page are worth
looking at. The second recommendation
Is—

The Government should request the
MRPA and the PERTS study team,
with the help of consultants, to pre-
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pare an outline plan for the region
on the basls of a directional network
and a safeguard plan.

It 1s not stated who the consultants should
be. The next recommendation is—

The Government should request the
MRPA, with the help of consuitants,
to prepare a list of functional criteria
on the basis of which submissions for
development can be Jjudged, to take
the place of urban 2zoning; recent
large scale applications should be re-
examined on the basls of points 1 and
2.

Recommendation 7 Is—

The Government should ask the
MRPA, with the help of consultants,
to prepare and design the basic uni-
form standards for:

(a) land use,

(b) road design,

(¢) commercial and jndustrial layout,

(d) residential layout,

(e) open space and path systems,

(f) service provisions,

(g) provision of amenitles,

() a process for democratic particl-
pation,

Mr, Bickerton: Good stuff!

Mr. Hutchinson: Is there an asterisk
next to “consultants”?

Mr. Bickerton: Do you remember all
those reports your Covernment used to
get?

Mr. O'CONNOR: This document appears
to me to be a waste of another couple of
yvears and to provide a job for a consultant
and some planners. When their job is
completed, another Minister in the posi-
tion of the Acting Premier could come up
with another idea, and this could go on
and on. The way this report was pre-
sented indicates there Is not much In it
and that it 1s something the Government
could have let go, when one considers the
time it could take to prepare it and the
money Involved in it.

Mr. Graham: Why did your Govern-
ment not endorse the previous plan, on
which years of work were done and count-
less thousands of dollars spent?

Mr, O'CONNOR.: The Acting Premter is
talking out of his hat again.

Mr. Graham: You can say rude things.

Mr., O'CONNOR: The Acting Premier
says them to me.

Mr. Graham: I asked you & question:
Why did you not endorse it?

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Acting Premier
knows why as well as I do. It took 12
months, or a little less, to draw up the
report.

Mr. Graham: It took longer.
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kul-:dr' O'CONNOR: It did nothing of the
d.

Mr. Graham: I happen to know that.
Mr. Court; What are you talking sbout?
Mr. O'CONNOR: The Nielsen report.

Mr, Graham: I am talking about the
Corridor Plan report. You are discussing
town planning.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am referrlng to the
Nielsen report.

Mr, Graham: Why did you not endorse
the M.R.P.A. plan for the corridors?

Mr. Court: Did not the Premier deal
with that In his policy speech?

Mr, Graham: It was on the then Pre-
mier's table for a couple of months and
at the expiration of that time the Gov-
ernment did not endorse it.

Mr. Court: You are quite wrong, you
know.

Mr. Graham: I am quite right,

Mr. O'CONNOR: If we had endorsed the
plan at that time, which was a month or
two before the elections, the Acting Pre-
mier would have been the first to criticise
us for taking that action with an election
on our doorstep. I see nothing wrong in
walting for two months until the election
was out of the way.

I want to comment on the Nielsen re-
port. I ask the Government to shake it-
self up and get on with the job In the
Interests of Western Australa. I ask the
Government to have something done about
this report. Traffic congestion 1s bullding
up in this State and unless posttive action
is taken chaotic conditions In the fleld of
transport will exist before long.

Mr, Graham: There was no urgency for
12 years but suddenly, after 12 months,
you have become very game.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Acting Premler
has more to say now than he has sald
right through the session.

Mr. Court: He Is very toey when he
thinks there might be a no-confidence
motion,

Mr, O'CONNOR: The previous Govern-
ment appointed Dr. Nielsen—a very able
and competent person—to prepare & re-
port. This man was so highly thought
of that he was appointed to do a Job In
New South Wales at twice the salary he
recelved in Western Australia. In my
opinion, the job he did here was first class.
His recommendations included a viable
central city and corridor system. This
15 a point on which the Acting Pre-
mier and others do not agree. They are
entitled to thelr views.

In 1966, 164,650 vehieles were reglstered
in the metropolitan area. It is antlcipated
that in 1989 there will be 680,000 vehicles.
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One can imagine what the traffic situation
'&vill be at that time unless something is
one.

Mr. Graham: It will be done,

Mr. O’'CONNOR: Not {f the present Gov-
ernment remains in office. By the time
this report has been completed, the present
Government, could be out.

Mr. Graham: In 12 years nothing was
done.

Mr. O'CONNOR: There will also be a
drop in the ratioc of people to cars from
3:5 to 2:1 by 1989.

Sir David Brand: It was 12 years of
activity that buiit up the number of cars.

Mr. Graham: Your plans relating to the
Pilbara we never saw. The PERTS and
Corridor Plans you did nothing about. The
power transmission lines you did nothing
about.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Nielsen Report is
very interesting. Assessments have been
made of increases In the population and of
the number of vehicles up to 1989, The
vehicle and population movements were
also assessed by Dr. Nielsen. Town plan-
ning and the corridor system are impor-
tant matters affecting the State. Parking
charges were assessed and valued up to
1989,

The plans recommended were developed
from five alternative propositions and in-
corporated operational effectiveness, eco-
nomic justification, financial feasibility,
preservation of environmental standards,
and conditions of effective Implementa-
tion. The component parts of the plan
were land use, highway systems, public
transport, and parking charges. It can
therefore be seen that Dr, Nielsen went
into extensive detail.

The report made to us was an extremely
interesting and good one. I think this
was even admitted by the present Premier
after Dr. Nielsen delivered his report at
the university. When Dr. Nielsen delivered
his report he explained it extremely well
so that members could understand what
was going on, and at the time they were
able to ask questions about anything they
did not understand.

The recommendations in the report in-
cluded a busway on rallway land to replace
the existing rallway line. I do not know
whether the unions brought pressure to
bear to have that recommendation dis-
carded but I {hink it is extremely impor-
tant and should be proceeded with. The
Nielsen report contained the following im-
portant comments:—.

To make the contribution required
the busway system must be substan-
;igs%l’y completed and operational by

The frst important sections—i.e.
those on the existing rallway reserve
leading into the central city—should
be operational by 1875,
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That gives us g little less than three years
from now.

These busways can later be converted to
high speed rapid transit systems with
through trafic and bypass roads. The
plan provides for off-street parking and
no parking in the central city area. This
will give a much better flow of trafiic,
particularly in the peak periods. It will
certainly Increase the capacity of traffic
flow and reduce the number of bhuses
on many of the highways. The ad-
vantages of & rapid transit system com-
pared with the present system can be un-
derstood when it 1s realised there would
be a freeway system from Fremantle to
Midland on which there would be buses
only which would divert into the freeway
from Innaloo, Scarborough, Claremont, and
other points,

All buses would be taken off roads such
ag St. George's Terrace, Hay Street, Bar-
rack Street, and Murray Street, and that
would certainly ease the flow for private
vehicles, This Government is apparently
dallying with the scheme.

I nearly fell over when 1 opened the
paper the other day and saw commentis
regarding the underground railway in the
new PERTS plan., It was stated In The
Sunday Times that the rallway would
possibly g0 under Hay Street and it would
cost $5,000,000 a mile. I do not know who
would build it for that amount. It would
have to be slave labour.

When the previous Government was con-
sidering a sunken railway for three-
quarters of a mile, the cost involved was
about $10,000,000. This was virtually an
open-cut railway and not a tunnel. To
tunnel under Hay Street, leaving a shell
on top, would endanger the buildings. The
tunnel would have to be very deep to
allow proper protection to the buildings
and foundations, A number of buildings
in Perth are on 130-ft. pile foundations.
What do we do with these?

The previous Government looked at
these propositions and decided they were
impractical. An underground rajlway is
Just not possible because the State does
not have the funds to proceed with it. We
do not have the funds to electrify the sys-
tem. We already have a fairly good train
system operating in the metropolitan area.
Qur main need is for more passengers to
use the system. Most of our trains are
fairly new and cost many milllons of
dollars. If we electrify the system, what
do we do with these trains? Do we give
them away or sell them at the best price
we can obtain? However, we would still
have to provide electrified trains. Mem-
bers can imagine the depth of tunnel re-
quired under Hay Street.

A conservative estimate of the cost ot
an electrifled system and an underground
railway beneath Hay Steeet is $200,000,000,
Ei:h speak of $5,000,000 a mile Is just rub-
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Mr. Graham: From where did you get
your figures? I did not subscribe to The
Sunday Times figures.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Perhaps the Acting
Premier would check with the Commis-
sioner of Railways. A similar proposition
to this one was put forward by Edgar
Booth some time ago. In fact, the Premier
had copies of this report and asked one or
two questions about it at the time. The
then Commissioner of Rallways (Mr, Hor-
rigan), was the man with whom I prepared
this report. The Acting Premier will find
that a figure of $5,000,000 a mile for an
underground railway system 1s just tommy
rot.

Mr. Graham: I think you should talk to
the editor of The Sunday Times and not
to me,

Mr. O’CONNOR: I again emphasise that
the Nielsen Report stressed that important
sections of the report should be in opera-
tion by 1975, and the busway system sub-
stantially completed by 1979. This Gov-
ernment has made no firm decisions. 1
believe it should become active on this
report. The previous Government had
made some decisions on this. The Acting
Premier asked about some details of the
report but I feel he was referring to the
town planning report.

Preparation of the Nielsen Report com-
menced early in 1970, and the report was
submitted to me on the 14th December,
1970. A sub-committee studied the report
and within four days it, in turn, submitted
a report to Ceabinet.

Again we have a sub-committee organ-
ised by the Acting Premier or his Govern-
ment to study the report. They have been
on the job for 12 months and have reached
no conclusion.

Mr. Graham: What decision did your
committee come to?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I will tell the Acting
Premier in a moment,

Mr. Graham: I would he pleased to
know,
Mr. O'CONNOR: Our sub-committee

took four days to report and the Dpresent
Government’s sub-committee has already
studied the plan for 12 months. This goes
to show what a slowing-down process has
taken place in the Government.

Mr. Jamieson: You do not know what
good plans we have prepared in that time.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I would like to quote
Sir David Brand’s remarks in his policy
speech. He said—

In this spirit we will develop a flexi-
ble transpeort plan along the guidelines
established by the Nielsen Report
released last week:

We will create a Metropolitan Region
Transport Authority.
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We will replace suburban rail lines
with bus freeways.

We will build two major bus stations
in Perth—one on the Technical
College site, and one completely
underground where the Perth
rallway station now stands.

We will integrate the new bus stations
with pedestrian throughways be-
ing developed by the Perth City
Counecil.

will provide circulating bus ser-
vices around the city centre.

will develop & financial plan to
cover what fs expected to be a
$400 million programme,

shall immediately call for public
comment and circulate the Nielsen
proposals to those especially inter-
ested.

By May this year we will begin to make
firm decisions.

Mr. Jamieson: Where did you plan to
terminate the country 3 ft. 6 in. passenger
trains?

Mr. O’'CONNOR: These trains would
have come to East Perth.

Many people thought the Nielsen Report
would cost the State an additional
$400,0000,000, That is incorrect: it would
have cost something like $53,000,000 over
20 years. In his report Dr. Nielsen sug-
gested ways in which this additional money
could have been found. I do not say they
are the best ways, but at least he put for-
ward propositions to accurmnulate the money
from various sources—

Mr. Hutchinson: He anticipated obtain-
ing the majority of the money from the
Main Roads Department.

Mr. O'CONNOR: —and some from the
Perth City Councll in parking fees. He
also anticipated obtalning money from
the householders because it 1s these people
who create transport problems,

Mr, Jamieson: That is socialistic!

Mr. O'CONNOR: By letting this report
lie idle the Government is forgetting the
urgency of overcoming the transport prob-
lems of this State. It is time the Govern-
ment did something about the report. We
will have traffic chaos in this city while
the Government studies the report.

Mr. Jamieson: We will have pretty parks
and gardens by that time.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I believe the Nielsen
Report is & good one. I have qulckly cov-
ered the Ritter Report because this was not
explained to us today. I will have the
opportunity to look Into this further. In
my opinion the detail relating to transport
in the Nielsen Report is very well set out,
and I believe the Government should set up
a metropolitan regional transport authority
to adopt Dr. Nielsen’s recommendations in
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connection with our trafflc system over the
next few years. If the GQovernment does
not act quickly, the scheme will be useless.

One other point I wish to mention is the
unsavoury interference by the Government
in police matters. I have never known
interference of this sort in any State of
Australia, or anywhere else in the world.
If the Government continues in this way
it will undermine police efficiency.

On one occasion the secretary of the
Minister for Police was sent to the Police
Department personally to see that photo-
graphs taken of demonstrators were de-
stroyed. If people are going to demon-
strate and cause trouble in this State they
should be ldentified. Yet when the police
took photographs of the demonstrators—
and they may be trouble makers; I do not
know—so that they could be identified,
what happened? An Instruction was sent
to the Minister's secretary personally to see
the photographs destroyed.

Mr. Hartrey: We had all this last year.

Mr. O°'CONNOR: Well, we are having
it again this year because it is still as bad.
The member for Kalgoorlie—I am sorry;
I am downgrading him—or I should say
the member for Boulder-Dundas, must be
equally perturbed about this. That is why
it is coming into his mind so much. This
involved the moratorium march, the
demonstration against the 8pringbok's
tour, and several other demonstrations in
this State. I condemn the Government
for the action it took in those Instances.

If those were the only cases it would
be bad enough; but other cases have oc-
curred in which the Government has taken
action along simillar llnes—virtually tak-
ing the law Into its own hands. We in
Parllament make the laws. If they are
wrong let us change them. But do not
let the Government break them. Good
heavens, we send our police out to do a
Jjob. Why abuse and confuse them? That
is what is happening.

I mention, for instance, the Brockman
issue. Last year at the end of the session
I spoke on this matter when the Govern-
ment intervened and Instructed the police
to let Brockman out on ball. This is a
man who cost $30,000 to catch, and the
Government let him out on bail. If the
Government felt that way it should have
pulled the police away from the search
and stopped them apprehending Brock-
man; instead the Government allowed the
police to waste their time, energy, and
efforts and then deflated them by saying,
“Away he goes.”

Mr, Graham: He did not go away.
Mr. O'CONNOR: Did he stay in gaol?

Mr. Graham: No, but he did not go
AWAY.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Well, he did not stay
in gaol. Last year I spoke on the preferen-
tlal treatment accorded to Brockman, and
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it has become worse this year. I was un-
able to mention this last year because the
matter was sub judice at the time; how-
ever, I would ke to mention now that
this man broke out of gaol—in ltself an
offence—broke into the homes of a nume-
ber of people, and did irreparable damage
to many vehicless But when he was
brought back the Government intervened
and instructed the police to drop 29
charges.

Mr. Hartrey:
done?

Mr. O'CONNOR; I would have allowed
the law to take its course and, as a law-
yer, I think the member for Boulder-
Dundas would have done the same. The
honourahble member is still trying to inter-
Ject, but he wlll have the opportuntty later
to get to his feet and say what he wants,

Mr. McPharlin: The people in the area
concerned are afraid that this could hap-
pen again,

Mr. O’CONNOR: The Government is
encouraging it to happen again. If a per-
son goes ahead and commits the same
crimes, surely the same treatment should
be accorded him. I believe this action on
the part of the Government is disgraceful
and that preferential treatment such as
this should not occur. In my opinion the
Government should let the law take its
natural! course. If it felt that the term
of imprisonment was unfair it has the op-
portunity to take action to reduce it,

Mr. T. D. Evans: Isn't that interfering
with the course of justice?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am talking ahout
the interference with the law; there is a
difference. If the Minister wants to talk
about justice, I could mention another
case. However, I will not.

Mr, Jamieson: Do not let our feelings
interfere with you.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Here we have a case
In which the Premier has set himself up
as judge and jury in order to decide who
will be let off and who will not. How-
ever, getting back to the point I was mak-
Ing, I belleve that the charges should have
been proceeded with and if the Govern-
ment felt that justice was not done after
the law had taken lts proper course, it
would have had the opportunity to reduce
the penalty. But here we have Parlig-
ment making the laws and the Govern-
ment breaking them. I think that is dis-
graceful.

Mr, Hartrey: What law did the Govern-
ment break?

Mr. O'CONNOR: As the honourable
membet i1 a lawyer I know he would not
know.

Mr, Hartrey: Tell us which law the Gov-
ernment broke,

Mr. O'CONNOR: We make these laws
and we Instruct the police to carry them
out. However, the police are confused at

What would you have

the present time because they do not know
what to do. We should give the Police
Force a lead by providing them with laws to
enforce and then correctly supporting them
axfntt: ensuring that they are properly looked
after.

Mr. Burke; Isn't it a fact that the wages
and conditions of the Western Australian
Police Force compare more than favourably
with those of the other forces in Australia?

Mr. T. D. Evans: There have been fewer
resignations in the Police Force since we
have been in Government.

Mr. Hartrey: The police gre not con-
cerned with punishing a man, only with
catching him.

Mr, O'CONNOR: I feel very strongly
about interference in internal Police Force
operations, and I ask the Government to
let the law take its course in future. I ask
this because I belleve the law should take
its praper course In all cases, If the Gov-
ernment feels that a person is unfairly
treated it has an opportunity to do what
it wants to do.

Mr. Hartrey: Quote the law you think
was violated.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: I know we will be very
interested to hear what the member for
Boulder-Dundas has to say.

Mr. Court: He has already spoken.

Mr, O'CONNOR: Then his speech cannot
have been very Interesting because I e¢an-
not remember it

Mr. Graham: You were not In the
House.

Mr, McPharlin: If that sort of treatment
can be provided, wouldn’t it be falr to ask
for compensation for the victims of this
gentleman's activities?

Mr, O'CONNOR: The Government is not
concerned about the victims, If someone
loses his car or has his home broken into
that does not worry the Government. It
merely wished to let Brockman out of gaol;
it was not concerned with the victims of
his operations, I castigate the Govern-
ment for operating in a despicable way, and
I close my speech wlih that remark,

Adjournment of Debate

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth)
pm.l: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion {(adjournment of debate) put
and negatived.

Debate (on motion} Resumed

(920

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [9.21
p.m.]: I certainly did not want to take
part in the debate on the Address-in-Reply
at this late hour of the night. I expected
the debate would continue tomorrow and
next week. However, it appears that it
will collapse tontght, In the circumstances
there is one issue I would like to take up.
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It relates to a question asked today of the
Minister for Development and Decentral-
isation by the member for East Melville.
The question is as follows:——

Since it has generally been accept-
ed that the establishment of Klinger
Asbestos of W.A. came about as a
result of an overseas mission by Hon.
J. T. Tonkin, ML.A., when a Minister
In the Hawke Government, would he
confirm or deny the following state-
ment which appears on page 12 of
the booklet “Hancock and Wright” by
John F, Moyes—

“And they (Hancock and Wright)
had persuaded an Austrian firm to
establish Klinger Asbestos of W.A.
with a factory in Perth for process-
ing Asbestos.'*?

The reply of the Minister for Development
and Decentralisation was to the effect that
the statement was incorrect.

I want to say I think that is an extra-
ordinary question. In all Parliaments there
is such a thing as a Dorothy Dix type of
question. Normally such a question 1s asked
by & supporter of the Government, and
when he asks the question he knows full
well what the answer will be. But in this
sttuation we have a member of the Opposi-
tion asking a Dorothy Dix type of question.

Mr. Court: You are neither fair nor cor-
rect. You could hardly imagine the mem-

ber for East Melville being a tool of the
Government,

Mr. Graham: I can vouch for that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That is an interesting
comment from the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. I think we will have to
pursue that further. Certainly I think
we could hardly imagine the member for
Eiasg Melville asking a question of that

nd.

Mr. Bickerton: We will have to give him
a tool allowance.

Mr. Court: The Acting Premier would be
quick to deny that he had any arrange-
ment with the member for East Melville.

Mr. Graham: I can assure the member
for South Perth that there was no col-
lusion whatsoever.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We will see how much
truth there is in that,

Mr. Graham: Surely you will take my
word for it!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I want to say that it is
an extraordinary thing for a member of
the Opposition virtually to praise the
Government in order t¢ obtain a certaln
type of answer.

Mr. Graham: He might have thought he
was debunking the Premler.

Mr., GRAYDEN: Let us consider the
question again. It is as follows:—
Since it has generally been accepted

that the establishment of Klinger As-
bestos of W.A, came about as a result
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of an overseas mission by Hon. J. T,
Tonkin, M.L.A., when a Minister in the
Hawke Government, would he confirm
or deny the following statement which
appears on page 12 of the booklet
“Hancock and Wright" by John F.
Moyes—
“And they (Hancock and Wright)
had persuaded an Australlan firm
to establish Klinger Asbestos of
W.A., with a factory In Perth for
processing Asbestos.”?

Mr. Jamieson: Just as well there is going
to be a river to act as a border of the two
electorates after the redistribution of seats.

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1 think the Hawke Gov-
ernment went out of office in 1959. Sub-
sequently, on the Estimates and the
Address-in-Reply there was a great deal
of debate on the effectiveness or otherwise
of the visit by Mr. Tonkin to Europe. I
can recall some members on our side of
the House saying that the visit was com-
pletely ineffective. Now we have a situa-
tion where a member on this side of the
House virtually says to the Government,
‘““Wou are responsible for establishing thig
and yet Hancock and Wright are claiming
credit for it.” That i{s why I say that so far
as I am concerned this is Insincerity In its
worst form.

Apparently there is an ynderstanding be-
tween one member on this side of the
House and another member on the other
silde to denigrate two Individuals and
slander them under privilege in this House.
That is what it means, because of what I
will tell the House very shortly. I want to
be certain that every member knows what
precisely is meant, in view of the question
and the type of answer that was given to
it.

Any member would know it was done to
denigrate this 80-page booklet on Han-
cock and Wright written by John F.
Moyes from the Eastern States, and to
establish that there were statements in the
booklet that could not be substantiated.

In actual fact, the question that was
asked represents high praise for the book-
let. If someone looked through it and this
was the only statement that could be
queried—the only conclusion that could be
arrived at is that the question is high
praise for the booklet, taking into account
the circumstanees In which the booklet was
written. It is an 80-page booklet written
by an Eastern States’ journalist In 21 days.
The author has written a preface to the
book. In this preface he says—

This does not pretend to be a blo-
graphy of Lang Hancock and Peter
Wright. No-ohe could attempt that
in 80 pages—or do the necessary re-
search and writing in twenty-one days.

Yet in this House we have a member who
looked through this booklet and quoted
an extract from it, following which he
asked a Dorothy Dix question and ob-
tained the answer he sought.

"Mr. Hartrey: Is the answer wrong? -
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Mr. GRAYDEN: It is very wrong and it
1s slandering Hancock and Wright. It
fllustrates the pettiness that has been
shown towards Hancock and Wright at all
levels for many years. It illustrates the
pettiness of members of this Parllament.

Mr. Court: If you read again the gques-
tion asked by the member for East Mel-
ville you might put an entirely different
construction on it. The Premier took such
credit for the industry; thus the member
for East Melville was probably trying to
embarrass the Premier.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will quote to the
House what appears on page 12 of this
booklet to which I amn referring. It reads
a5 follows:—

Hancock and Wright were mining
blue asbestos at Wittenoom and white
asbestos at Nunyerry. They had
established Whim Creek Copper for
the use of its products in the manu-
facture of superphosphate. They had
formed Pilbara Exploration for the
extraction of tin near the Shaw River.
And they had persuaded an Austrian
firm to establish Klinger Asbestos of
W.A, with a factory in Perth for
processing ashestos.

The quote was taken out of that particu-
lar paragraph which is of no real import-
ance at all. Yet here we have a question ask-
ed in this House that indicates there are
lnaccuracies in that booklet. I am horri-
fled at the answer given by the Minister,
I do not blame the Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation. The Premler
is absent and it 1s a question that should
have heen asked of the Premier, but I
should imagine that in view of the Pre-
mier’s absence it would only be natural for
the Acting Premier to say preclsely what
he did say, especially if he did not know
the circumstances surrounding the whole
issue,

What I take exception to 1s that we
should have a Dorothy Dix gquestion
asked by the member for East Melville
directed to a member of the Government
in order to get a certain reply in the
circumstances to which I have referred.

Mr. T. D, Evans: There was a Dorothy
Dixer asked yesterday in the Common-
wealth Parliament.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course, the facts of
the matter make the answer that was
given completely untrue.

Mr. Graham: As the reviewer of the
book, do you not think you should declare
your interest in this matter?

Mr, GRAYDEN: I will declare my In-
terest, I certainly did review the book.
I want to say that Hancock and Wrizght
are no particular friends of mine, I have
disagreed violently with some of the views
expressed by this gentleman from time to
time on the subject of conservation. I am
referring of course, to Mr. Hancock. Dur-
ing all the years I have been a member of
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this House the Acting Premier will know
that time after time, on the question of
conservation, I would go as far as to
cross the floor of the House because of my
interest in the matter. So I do not think
I am a particular friend of Mr. Hancock,
especlally when we hear on television or
read in the Press his statements which
decry conservation.

Before today I have said on more than
one occasion, prior to the recent controv-
ersy, that I have met Hancock only twice
In my life. I met him for the first time in
the Pilbara in 1950 when Mr. Hancock was
a member of the Pilbara Exploration Min-
ing Company. He was inspecting a min-
ing plani on the opposite side of the creek
to where we were mining. The expression
used in deseribing him at that particular
time was that he was as hard as goats’
knees. However, he was also & business~
man who was highly respected in the
north-west. If he committed himself he
honoured the commitment and this is what
I respect. In those years, when there was
very little mining in the Pilbara, one had
te be firm, and Mr. Hancock was firm.
This Is the reason for his getting the
reputation of being hard in busliness.

Let me now take the opportunity to tell
members why the question that was asked
today and the answer given to it is slander-
ous as far as Hancock and Wright are con-
cerned, but before I do and whilst we are
on the other aspect, I would like f{o say
that Hancock, in particular, has had a
long association with Western Australia.
In the early part of last century his rela-
tives sailed from Fremantle to travel to
Cossack in the Pllbara district and it was
his sister who had the first white child in
the north-west. The association of the
Hancock family stems from that date.
Members of the family took up pastoral
properties, and the family has been there
ever since.

In the circumstances I cannot begin to
comprehend why members on both sides
of the House should indulge in the petti-
ness we have seen to denigrate those whom
I regard as being good Australigns. We
have had a question asked today in a de-
liberate attempt to indicate that there are
imaceuracies in the booklet from which I
have quoted extracts, and that, therefore,
Hancock and Wright are liars. That s
what the question intends to imply. What
do we find? We find that a representative
of Klinger Ashestos came to this State
ycars before the existence of the situation
we are talking about today.

He came to Western Ausfralia at the re-
quest of Hancock and Wright who were
mining asbestos at Wittenoom Gorge. This
representative, after arriving in the State,
visited Wittenoom Gorge in the early
1950s. He ‘nspected the asbestos mine at
Wittenoom; then he came back and
reached agreement with Hancock and
Wright to purchase the deposit of asbestos
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at Wittenoom and to proceed with the
building of a factory in Perth, That was
the situation in the early 1950s.

Then another organisation came into
the picture. Klinger Asbestos was an Aus-
trlan company which had its head-
quarters or a branch office in Britain. In
this way Britaln came into the matter.
In that country there was a department
known as the Controller of Allen Enemy
Assets. After Hancock and Wright had
reached agreement with that organisation,
the department in Britain prevented the
money from belng taken out of Austria
or England. It vetoed the deal. That
was how far the association went back.

Certainly it was years later that the
present Premier of the State took a hand
in inducing the firm to come to Western
Australia and establish a factory. I under-
stend that Hancock is in the north-west
at the present time. Tonight I rang Mr.
Wright and he confirmed what I have
said, The important thing is that they
had persuaded the company to come to
Western Australia years before. That is
why 1 resent the question asked by a
{nember of the Opposition in the following
ierms:—

Since 1t has generally been accepted
that the establishment of Klinger As-
bestos of W.A, came about as a result
of an overseas mission by Hon, J. T.
Tonkin, M.L.A., when a Minister in
the Hawke Government, would he con-
firm or deny the following statement
which appears on page 12 of the book-
let “Hancock and Wright” by John P.
Moyes—
“And they (Hancock and Wright)
had pursuaded an Austrian firm
to establish Klinger Asbestos of
W.A, with a factory In Perth for
processing Asbestos.”?
1 would hope that in the light of those
fucts all who are partles to this sort of
question will realise that Hancock and
Wright had an association with that com-
pany which went back years previousiy.
Tl}at. is why I am bringing up this matter
this evening; I am also bringing it up
because I deplore pettiness which arises
from a question of that kind being asked,
and answsred by a member of the Gov-
ernment, with the sole object of denigrat-
ing under parliamentary privilege a person
who is net in a position to answer the
charge.

_ After listening to the reply to that ques-
tion I am sure every member in this House
would have gained the impression that
Hancock and Wright would put all sorts
of wrong statements in this book. I de-
plore that. As members of a State Parlla-
ment we should realise that we are small
fish in a falrly big sea. In looking at the
legislation that we have passed I cannot
see much anywhere along the line which
benefits humanity; therefore I think our
efforts are of little consequence In the
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general scheme of things. When I see
Parliament being used under privilege for
the express purpose of denigrating people
who are not in a position to reply I am
horrified. I take this opportunity to
speak, only because of that. I wanted to
speak at greater length on the Address-
in-Reply, but obviously the debate will
collapse tonight; therefore I will refrain
from going beyond this matter and leave
the other subjects I want to deal with
to other occasions.

Mr. R. L. Young: Could I ask you this
question: What about the extracts of
speeches which appear on page 35 of the
booklet in question? Paragraph afler
paragraph have been left out. If this Is
not inaccurate reporting—a charge which
the book makes against The West Aus-
tralien—I do not know what is.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The booklet contains =&
condensed version of the speeches appear-
ing in Honsard., On page 35 some excerpts
of the speeches are set out., There has
been an inaccuracy, but it is in favour of
Hancock and Wright. One passage from
page 35 states—

One wonders, too, why other state-
ments in the Legislative Assembly,
failed to find room in the ''West”.
Here, for the record, are a few, taken
from Hansard:

Mr. Grayden (Lib. South Perth):
Has the Minister (Mines Minister
May) experienced mafla-like tactics
from Hancock and Wright?

M. May: “Definitely not".

Here we get to the crux of what the
member for Wembley has been referring
to. He sald passages have been left out.
That was an extract from a long speech
1 had made. To continue with what ap-
pears on page 35—

Mr. Young (Lib. Wembley): “I am
not making this speech on hehalf of
the Leader of the Opposition. My own
belief 1s that the inquiry should be
made on all facets.

Then we come to what the Deputy Pre-
mier said—

Mr. Graham (Deputy Premier):
*Including whether the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition threatened overseas
firms that if they held talks with
Hancock and Wright they would be
investigated too?”

Anyone looking at that would know these
are simply extracts,

Mr. R. L. Young: I hope the honourable
member will read further.

Mr. GRAYDEN: To contlnue with the
extracts—

Mr, Young (Lib. Wembley): “The
last Government did everything poss-
tb})el to get Hancock and Wright to the
able,
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Mr. Graham (Deputy Premier):
“Are you sure of that. For months
the Minister (Court) could not even
talk to them.”
There is an error there and it is strongly
in favour of Hancock angd Wright, This
is where the error occurs—
Mr. Graham (Deputy Premler):
“Are you sure of that. For months
the Minister (Court) could not even
talk to them.”
In actual fact what he said was that he
“would not even talk to them,” and that
is infinltely worse, They did not go to the
Press and complain about that error, yet
we have a member on this side of the
House asking a Dorothy Dix question which
Indicates there is an understanding be-
tween members on this side and members
opposite on an issue which I deplore.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Jones.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.

#Lenislative Gmmeil

Thursday, the 23rd March, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2,30 pm. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (8}: ON NOTICE
1. EDUCATION
Kindergarten Assistance

The Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader

of the House:

(1) (a) What amount does the Gov-
ernment pay by way of annual
grant to local Kkindergarten
committees; and

(b)Y on what basis is this money
distributed?

What amount does the Gov-

ernment pay by way of annual

grant to the Kindergarten

Association;

(b) what is the formula for arriv-

ing at this figure; and

(¢) for what purposes is the

money used?

What was the formula for

providing for grants adopted;

and

(b) Is [t the Intention of the

Government to consult with
the Kindergarten Association
with a view to reviewing the
needs of the Kindergarten
movement, particularly in re-
spect to revising the formula
to provide for substantial In-
creases In grantis?

2) (a)

(3) (a)
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The Hon. W. F, WILLESEE replied:

(1) (a) Building grants ... $54,000
Needy Kindergartens

Grant ... $12000

Total $66,000

{b) Bullding grants are allocated
in order of application.
Needy kindergarten grants
are distributed on the basls
of need.

The amount varles on the

basis of pupil enrolments.

The amount pgid in 1971 was

$448,567,

(b) Annual Grant = College grant
+ Administration grant -+
Child subsidy.

College grant = $40,000 + 5%
cost rise per annum X current
maximum teachers' salary at
1st July - Base year salary
of $3,397.

Administration grant (as for
College grant).

Child subsidy = §50 X % in-
crease in teachers’ salary at
1st July + Base year salary of

(2) (a)

$3,391.
(¢} Salaries, college costs and con-
tingencies.
{(3) (a) The original formula was

adopted In 1954 and most
recently revised in 1970.

{b) The Government will consider
a request from the Kinder-
garten Association for a re-
vision of the formula.

2. and 3. These questions were positponed.

4. HOSPITALS

Leonora and Laverton: Office
Accommodation

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Leader

of the House:

(1) What office accommodation is
provided for the recently appoint-
ed Secretary at the Leonora and
Laverton Hospitals?

(2) Is the office accommodation con-
sidered adequate?

(3) If the answer to (2} is “no”, what
action 1s proposed to improve the
situation?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:

(1) At both hospitals the Secretary
will use existing office accommo-
dation.

(2) No.

(3) At Leonora the questlon of re-
building certain sections including
office accommodation is belng in-
vestigated at present. At Laver-
ton no final solution to the prob-
lem has yet been found, but ways



